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INTRODUCTORY NOTE, 


Tne primary object of the Board of Trade in instituting 
a Journal is to provide a vehicle for conveying to the 
publie in a convenient form information as to Tariffs for 
which the Gazette is hardly a suitable form of publication, 
and for which the present Import Duties Returns, 
published at long intervals, are also in part unsuitable ; 
the necessary delay, moreover, in publishing the latter 
returns making part of the information less useful to 
the public than it would otherwise be. The form of a 
Journal, it has been found, will be most convenient for 
the purpose in view, principally to give full information 
as to Tariff changes and information as to Customs 
regulations and Customs decisions as to the interpreta- 
tion of Tariffs which are frequently more material to 
merchants than the Tariffs themselves. 

With this object it is also proposed to combine an 
attempt to give the pubiic information of trade move- 
ments abroad of which the Government obtain knowledge 
through Her Majesty’s representatives abroad, or through 
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colonial governors or agents, or through official docu- 
ments of colonial and foreign governments coming into 
their possession, 

It is also proposed to include in the Journal several of 
the periodical statistical returns of the Board of Trade 
which are not included in the Trade and Navigation 
Returns, and which are now issued to the public in a 
scattered form, either weekly through the Gazette or in 
some less formal manner. It is hoped that the public 
-convenience will be promoted by the collection of these 
scattered returns, which will, however, also continue to 
be issued as at present. 

[The substance of the present number has already been 
issued to the Chambers of Commerce as a specimen 
number, but it is considered desirable that the public 
should have access to it as well as to the future numbers 
to be issued. Later information will be found in No. 2, 
issued simultaneously with the present number. ] 

In some quarters there would appear to be an expecta- 
tion that the Journal will include information from even 
more varied sources ; but it is the desire of the Board of 
Trade at present not to attempt more than has been 
stated. Any suggestions in detail for the improvement 
of the Journal, or for adding to the information given, 
will be welcomed, and they should be addressed to the 
Commercial Department, Board of Trade. 


Board of Trade, 
August 1886. 


IL.—RECENT CHANGES IN CUSTOMS TARIFFS. 


Russia. 


The following changes have been made in the duties on certain 
articles imported into Russia, by virtue of a decree of the Russian 
31st March 1886. 


12th April 


Government dated 


Notn.—Poud = 36 lbs. Avoirdupois. Rouble = 3s, 2d. 


‘i Rates Old Rates 
of Duty. | of 


Tariff Classification. 


Article 14. Metallic and Mineral Ores :— 


(1.) Of every kind, except copper or zine ore, graphite 
or plumbago in pieces, and iron in powder (copper 
ore, slag, and scoriz were abtiaetied admitted under | Rbl. cop. | b1. cop. 
this paragraph) - - - -| — 04 —- 04 


Article 98, Copper, red and yellow, metallic alloys, such as 
pinchbeck, Princes metal, argentine (German silver), 
Britannia metal, &c., as also nickel, cobalt, bismuth, 
cadmium, and aluminium, and alloys of ‘these — 

(1.) In bars, pigs, shavings, wang, and aap, also 


copper in powder - - 2 50 1 50 
Half products and slag, copper scoriz and nae ore - 2 50 — O04 
(2.) In sheets, bars, or rods - 3.10 2 00 

Obs.—Copper and alloys of copper, rolled and drawn 

half an inch or less in thickness, breadth, or diameter, 
shall pay duty under Article 167, par. 2. 
. Arlicle 160. Manufactures of bronze, plated silver, and of 
various alloys of copper :— 

(1.) Articles of bronze and of other alloys of copper 
(except brass) lacquered or not entire or 

in parts - - - - - | *15 85 | *13 20 

ar- 


ticles ex- 
ceeding 1 
(2.) Articles of bronze and other alloys of copper funt in 
oxidised, gilt, and silvered, and all articles of base weight). 
metals gilt and silvered, weighing more than 1 lb. each | *26 40 | *22 00 
(3.) Articles of bronze and other alloys of copper, also 
of base metals, gilt and smenates weighing _ than 
1 lb. each - - - | *52 80 *44 00 


* With an addition of 20 per cent. on each rouble of duty leviable. ef 
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6 RECENT CHANGES IN CUSTOMS TARIFFS. 


‘New Rates Old Rates 
| of Duty. | of Duty. 


Tariff Classification. 


Per Poud | Per Poud 


in Gold. | in Gold. 


Article 161. Manufactures of copper and brass, except those | pl. ¢ op. |Rbl. cop. 
specially mentioned, as also all domestic utensils of copper 
and brass in combination with wood, iron, tin plate, 
leather, and other materials - - . - 


Article 167. Wire :— | 
(2.) Copper, brass, and wire of all metallic alloys half | 

an inch or less in breadth or diameter, also all wire | 
tinned, covered with zine or with other base metals | 
except those specified in Article 168, and submarine | 

wire cables - - - - | 


| 
Article 168. Manufactures of wire, also wire covered with | 


| 475 


cotton, silk, thread, and caoutchouc, frames for umbrellas | 
or parasols, and birdeages of wire :— 
(2.) Of copper and of copper alloys — - - - | 


Article 175. Machinery and apparatus (except agricultural), 
also models of the same :— 

(1.) Every kind of machinery and apparatus of copper 
and its alloys, or those in which copper constitutes 
the principal material in point of weight, also parts of 
such machinery and apparatus - - - 


3 50 


[A notification of these changes appeared in the * London 
Gazette ” of the 30th April last.] 


FRANCE. 


A circular issued by the Committee of Organization of the 
International Maritime Exhibition to be held at Havre in 1887 
has been received by the Board of Trade through the Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs, together with the form of appli- 
cation to exhibit, a copy of which is annexed, and an intimation 
to the effect that articles destined for the Exhibition will be 
received in bond in the Exhibition premises. The scope of the 
Exhibition will embrace ships of war and of the mercantile 
marine, vessels for fishing abroad and along the coast, pilot boats, 
lifeboats, yachts, and pleasure boats ; floating appliances used in 
the roads or harbours; engines and detached pieces of engines ; 
models, specimen plans and drawings; materials used for fitting 
out ships; life-saving apparatus; fishing apparatus; specimens 
of establishments for breeding fish; electrical apparatus, and 
imports from and exports to French colonies, 

[A notification to this effect appeared in the * London Gazette” 
of the 11th May last.] 


| 
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[Form of Application to Exhibit.] 


1887. INTERNATIONAL MARITIME EXHIBITION 1887. 
oF HaAvReE. 


Application to exhibit, 


Division Class Group 
Countr 

Situation of the Establishment 

Name, Christian Name, or Name of the Firm 


Nature and approximate | 
Number of Exhibits. 


Space required ; 
Horizontal surface. 
Wall surface. 
Under cover. 

Tn the open air. 
Floating. 


State if water, gas, direct 
steam, or electricity is | 
wanted, and the quantity | 
asked for per hour. 


State what will be the 
speed of the engines 
and the force required. 


State if it be intended to | 
manufacture or sell 
goods in the Exhibition | 
itself. State exactly the 


nature of such goods. 


Extract from the General Regulations, Art. 38: Frenchmen 
and foreigners, by accepting the title of exhibitors, give their 
adhesion to the General Rules and Regulations, as also to the 
Special Rules, and to any measures of order which may be 
published hereafter. 


PORTUGAL. 

The following Royal Decree (issued on the 24th March last) 
abolishes the export duty on gold and silver coin previously in 
force :— 

“Tn view of the actual state of the money market, and in virtue 


of the authority conferred upon the Government by the Law of 


the 15th of May 1884, it is decreed as follows :— 
“ Article 1. Gold and silver coins may be exported free from 
duty, 
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“ Article 2. All laws contrary thereto are hereby revoked.” 


[A notification to this effect appeared in the “ London Gazette” 
of the 13th April last.] 


East INpDIEs. 


The following is a translation of the enacting clauses of a law 
voted by the Netherlands States General, and sanctioned by the 
King on the 16th April last, revising the tariffs of the import and 
export duties of the Netherland Indies. 


Article 1. 


“The tariff of import duties contained in Article 1 of the law 


of the 17th November 1872 shall be replaced by the following 
tariff :-— 


Notre.—Kilogramme = 2°204 lbs. avoirdupois. Hectolitre = 22 
gallons. Florin = 1s. 8d. 


Merchandise. Duties. 
Earthenware (baked) and porcelain - . - 6 per cent. ad val. 
. roof tiles, other tiles and bricks = - - - Free. 
Arrack stands - - Free. 
Vinegar - - . - - | 10 per cent. ad val. 
Animal charcoal - - - Free. 
Beer in barrels - - - Hectolitre Fl. 4. 
bottles - - - Hectolitre Fl. 4 50. 
Tin - - Free. 
Books, maps and charts, engravings and prints, and music 
in sheets, sewed or bound (1.) - - Free. 
Gunpowder - - . - - 6 per cent, ad val, 
Cement - - - - - Free, 
Beverages not separately mentioned - - - 10 per cent. ad val. 
Provisions not separately mentioned = - - - | 10 per cent, ad val. 


Factory and steam machinery, engines, machinery, 
apparatus and tools for agricultural purposes, factory and 
steam work, for mining purposes and artizans’ work, 


also portions thereof recognised as such by the officials - Free. 
Gambier - - - 100 kilogs. Fl. 20. 
Yarn - - - - 


- 6 per cent. ad val. 

- Per heetolitre of 
liquid containing 50 
litres of aleohol at 
a temperature of 
15° of the centigrade 
thermometer. (2.) 

F. 40, or in case the 
amount of the excise 
duty on native spirits 
levied in Netherlands 
India is higher, so 
many florins more 
as shall be fixed by 
colonial ordinance. 

Glass and glass work of all descriptions — - - - | 10 per cent. ad yal. 

Gold and silver leaf, gold and silver in bars, — or seated 

coined, and gold dust - Free. 

Gold and silver work, galloon trimming and thread - | 10 per cent. ad val. 

Resin - - - - - Free. 


Spirits - - - - 
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Merchandise. 


‘Timber, sawn or unsawn, ship and building timber, anciniiong 
masts, spars, oars, and other so called round wood 
Woodwork - 
Ice - - - - 
Iron in bars, pieces, rods or plates, railway rails, joint and 
Linding plates for railways, water pipes, iron gas pipes, 
axles, floes, and wheels (4), cast or wrought iron cargo 
boats, frames of iron buildings, sheds or warehouses, iron 
bridges and parts thereof, iron roofs and gutters, whether 
galvanized or not, bolts and nails, iron wire, ships’ 
anchors, chains, — ins, and tackle, saaaetieae wire and 
cables 
Tron and ironwork, cast, wrought, rolled, &e. -, not Separately 
mentioned - . - - 
Instruments, mathematical, physical, surgical, ont optical 
Jewels, pearls, and precious stones, whether set or not - 
Candles - - - 
Lime > - - - 
Poppies and poppy oil - 
Wearing apparel, made up, woven, or knitted - 
Coal and coke 
Copper, raw and refined, wrought or r rolled, ‘including plates 
and leaves for coppering bottoms of vessels, copper for 
coining, copper rods for cross beams, bolts, and nails —- 
Articles made of copper, whether lacquered or not, gilt or 
painted, bronze work, and copper wire - - 
Mereery (3.) 
Leather aad leather wares 
Lead, raw, rolled, &c. - - 
Lead, manufactured, not separately mentioned - - 
Textile fabrics, linen cloth and stuffs, tissues of cotton, raw, 
white, or bleached, coloured or printed, of silk, wool, 
hemp, or flax; ribbons and tape, and all 
others not separately mentioned - . 
Meal 
Manure - - - - 
Furniture - - - - 
Mineral water, spring, or artificial water . 


Musical instruments - 
Opium - . - 
Tlorses, mules, and asses - - - 
Paper, of all descriptions, paper hangings, music, maps, 
cardboard paper, account books and registers, plain or 
ruled 
Pitch 
Petroleum - 
Nore.—As soon as an excise duty on petroleum 
shall be levied to an amount of 1 fl. 75 ¢. per 
hectolitre, the import duty on this article will be 
at the rate of 25 c. per hectolitre. 
Scents and perfumery, prepared with alcohol - - 
all - - 
Rice, cleaned or not - - 
Carriages, and of carriages (4. 


Paintings - - - 

Stationery and drawi ing materials (5. ) - ‘ 

Playing cards, European (6.) - - 
Chinese 


Steel, in bars, sheets, and plates, rails, joint 

plates for railways 
Steel, steel work, not separately mentioned 
Treacle and fruit s syrup - 


and binding 


Duties. 


Free. 
6 per cent. ad val. 
Free. 


Free. 


10 per cent. ad val. 
Free. 
Free. 

100 kils. 12 fl. — e. 
Free. 
Free. 

10 per cent. ad val. 
Free. 


Free. 


10 per cent. ad val. 
6 per cent. ad val. 
10 per cent. ad val. 
Free. 

10 per cent. ad val. 


6 per cent. ad val. 
10 per cent, ad val. 
Free. 

6 per cent. ad val. 
Per 100 bottles (glass 
or stone), 8 fl. 60 ¢e. 
10 per cent. ad val. 
100 kils. 450 fl, 

Free. 


10 per cent. ad val. 
Free. 
6 per cent. ad val. 


Same as spirits. 
10 per cent. ad val. 
Free. 

6 per cent. ad val. 
Free, 

6 per cent. ad val. 
12 packs 1 fl. —e. 
10 per cent. ad val. 


Free. 
10 per cent. ad val. 
100 bottles 15 fl, —e. 
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Merchandise. Duties. 
Fl. ¢. 
Tobacco and snuff - - - - - - | 100 kils. 8 00 
Manilla cigars - - - 200 00 
other cigars and cigarettes - 50 00 
Tar - - - Free. 
Tea - - Kilog. 0 fl. 20 ¢. 
Ropes, &c., cables or rigging, and other cordage - - | Free. 
Clocks, watches, and time-pieces - - 6 per cent. ad val. 
Live cattle - - Free. 
Paint, dry, and ground in oil, and linseed oil - - 6 per cent. ad val. 
Meat, of all descriptions - - - - 10 per ceut. ad val. 
Fire-arms and parts thereof - - - - 6 per cent. ad yal. 
Wine incasks - - - - - | Heetolitre 9 fl. — ce. 
» bottles - - - - 10 fl. 
Wine, champagne and other effervescing wines - - 100 Bottles 21 fl. 00. 
Canvas - - - - - - - | Free. 
Zine, rough and rolled, including plates and sheets for 
roofing, bolts, and nails - ~ - - | Free. 
Zinework, either lacquered or painted - - - 10 per cent. ad vai. 
Salt - - - 100 kils. 2 fl. 
All other articles not specially distinguished or not included 
in the preceding list - - - - | 6 per cent. ad yal. 
Notes. 


(1.) Engravings and prints in frames to pay the same duty as 
furniture. 

(2.) In cases of higher or lower strength, the quantity shall be 
reduced to the alcoholic standard of 50 per cent. The instruc- 
tions, instruments, and tables for ascertaining and reducing the 
alcoholic strength, to be determined by the Governor General. 

“The reduction to this strength, however, as regards 
liqueurs and other similar distilled liquids, which are prepared or 
mixed with substances which prevent the ascertaining of the 
strength merely by means of hydrometers and thermometers, shall 
be always conducted in relation to a strength of 75 per cent., 
unless the officials suspect that liquids declared as such beverages 
contain a higher alcoholic proportion than 75 per cent. In that 
case they are authorised to demand the ascertaining of the actual 
strength, and the reduction shall be made according to the higher 
strength ascertained. 

“For varnish and other non potable fluids prepared with 
alcohol, as well as for wood spirit, and all fluids prepared from 
or mixed with it, the reduction shall be made in the proportion of 
100 per cent. 

The Governor General may, however, with the necessary 
precautions, grant exemption from import duty, (1) for wood 
spirits, and, (2) for distilled spirits: (a.) which, in the Nether- 
lands, in accordance with the provisions there in force as regards 
exemption from excise duty, have been mixed with wood spirit or 
any other ingredient indicated there for rendering it unfit for 
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ordinary consumption ; (/.) which, in Netherlands India in ac- 
cordance with the instructions to be issued thereon under inspection 
of officials, by the addition of wood spirit or of some other ingredient 
indicated for that object by the Governor General, is rendered 
unfit for ordinary consumption; (c) for the preparation of 
vinegar. 

“ The import duty on sulphuric ether, chloroform, and all other 
such like substances prepared from, or with alcohol shall be 
regulated by the Governor General by colonial ordinance, 
according to the import duty on spirits. 

“When spirits are imported through any other Custom Houses 
than those specially appointed for that purpose by the Governor 
General, they shall be assessed as varnish and liquids of the same 
class. 

“The Governor General shall fix the regulations regarding 
the payment of the increase of the import duty on spirits pro- 
vided for by this law, when imported in quantities above the 
maximum, to be decided by him. 

(3.) If necessary, the Governor General shall further specify 
what articles are included under the term “ Mercery.” 

(4.) Axles, floes, and wheels belonging to carriages shall pay 
the same import duty as carriages; and railway carriages and 
parts of them are duty free. 

(5.) Exclusive of paper. 

(6.) Under the term “pack” shall be understood a number of 
cards not exceeding 52. 


References. 


Anvils_ - - - | As iron in bars. 
Absinthe - = As liqueurs. 
Artizan’s tools - | Sce factory and steam machinery, 
Ether, sulphuric ~ | See spirits. 
Anchors ~ - | See iron. 
Arrack - - - | As spirits. 
Axles, floes, and wheels - | See iron. 
Ribbon - - | See textile fabrics. 
Hoop-iron - - | As iron in bars. 
Ingots - - - | See gold. 
Batiste and cambric - | As textile fabrics. 
Beds and mattresses - As furniture. 
Currant juice - - | As beverages, 
Jewellery, not gold or | 

silver - - As mercery. 
Sheets of copper - _ See copper. 

re steel - - | See steel. 

zinc - | See zine. 
Cardboard —- - | See paper. 
Brushmaker’s work - | As mercery. 
Butter - - - | As provisions. 
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Bolts (copper) - - 
Brandy - 
Fire engines and fire hose 
Spectacle lenses, glass 


beads, and other small 

articles made of glass - 
Spring mineral water 
Bronze work - 
Surgical instruments - 
Chitspaper - 
Chlor-calcium (raw) 
Chloroform - “ 
Cognac - - 
Coke - - 
Cider or apple wine - 
Roof glass - - 
Roof tiles - - 
Glass roof tiles - 
Blankets - - 
Scarfs and shawls - 
Wire (gold) - - 
(copper) - 
(steel) 

(zinc) 
Printing presses - - 
Driving bands” - - 
Precious stones - - 
Mules and asses - - 
Refined copper - - 
Fancy goods of gold ana 


silver - - - 
Galloon (real) - - 
» (imitation) - 
Gas meters 


Gas pipes - 
Coined gold and silver - 
Coined copper - - 
Frames for iron buildings, 

sheds, and warehouses - 
Tools - - - 
Rigging - - 
Wrought or rolled copper 
Woven or knitted wearing 


apparel - - - 
Glasswork - - 
Grass linen 
Guano - - 
Gloves - - 


Hempen fabrics 
Hats and caps” - 
Dogs 
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See copper. 
As spirits. 
As factory and steam machinery. 


As mercery. 

See mineral water. 

As copper work (see copper): 

Sce instruments. 

See paper. 

As animal charcoal. 

See spirits. 

As spirits. 

Sce coal. 

As beverages. 

As glass and glass work. 

See earthenware. 

As glass and glass work. 

As textile fabrics. 

As textile fabrics. 

See gold and silver. 

See copper. 

See steel. 

See zine. 

As factory and steam machinery. 
As factory and steam machinery. 
See jewels. 
‘See horses. 
Sce raw copper and refined copper. 


As mercery. 

See gold and silver. 

As embroidery under mercery. 
As factory and steam machinery. 
See iron. 

See gold and silver. 

See copper. 


See iron. 

See factory and steam machinery. 
See rope-work. 

See copper. 


See wearing apparel. 

See glass and glasswork. 

As textile fabrics. 

As manure. 

As wearing apparel made up, &c. 
See textile fabrics. 

As wearing apparel. 

As cattle. 
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Watches - - | As clocks, &e. 

Wood spirit - - | See spirits. 

India-rubber for factories | As factory and steam machinery. 

Iron wire - - | See iron. 

Iron work - - | See iron. 

Fowling pieces - - | See firearms. 

Gin - - | As spirits. 

Maps and charts - - | See books. 

Cardboard - | See paper. 

Cheese - - | As provisions. 

Cables - - | As cordage. 

Cables (telegraph - | See iron. 

Lace and tulle - - | As textile fabrics. 

Roll tobacco - - | See tobacco. 

Cassimere - - | As textile fabrics. 

Chains (ships’) - - | See iron. 

Kitchen syrup - - | As provisions. 

Poppy oil - - | See poppies. 

Trunkmaker’s work - | As leather and leather articles. 

Copper wire - - See copper. 

Copper money - - | See copper. 

Copper rods for bolts - See copper. 

Copperwork - See copper. 

Stockings - - As wearing apparel (made up), 

Crystal - . - , As glass and glasswork. 

Cooper's work - - | See casks and cooper’s work. 
Artificial flowers - | As ornaments under the term 
wearing apparel.” 

Cargo boats - - | See iron. 

Cloth - - | See textile fabrics. 

Maps and charts = - - | See books. 

Agricultural implements - | As factory and steam machinery. 

Leatherwork - - | Sce leather, &e. 

Linseed oil - - | See paints. 

Linen cloth - - | Sce textile fabrics. 

Liqueurs - - | See spirits. 

Linen - - - See textile fabrics. 

Ribbon - - | See textile fabrics. 

Machinery - - | See factory and steam machinery. 

Masts - | See timber. 

Mathematical instruments | See instruments, 

Mattresses - - | As furniture. 

Knives and cutlery - | As mercery. 

Metal - - - | As copper. 

Bricks 2 - | See earthenware. 

Paper hangings - - | See paper. 

Fancy goods - - | As wearing apparel. 

Mules - - - | See horses. 

Music - - | See books. 

Music paper - | See paper. 

Sewing machines - As factory and steam machinery. 
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New silver (so called) - 
Oil (linseed) - - 
Optical instruments 
Pearls - = 
Umbrellas and parasols - 


Perfumery 
Time-picces - - 
Perry or pear juice - 
Caps - 
Photographic apparatus - 
Philosophical instruments 


Pistols - 
Plates and prints - 
Plates (iron) - “ 


» (copper) - - 
» (steel) - 
» (zine) - - 


Plated goods - - 
Porcelain - 
Prints - - - 
Registers (plained or ruled ) 
Oars (wooden) - 


Rods (iron) 

» (copper) = 
Round wood (so-called) - 
Rum - - - 
Sheep and lambs - 
Ships’ chains 
Shoemaker’s work - 
Account books - - 
Cigars - - - 
Syrups - - 
Snuff - 
Bacon - ° 
Spelter - - 
Poles - 
Nails - 
Capstans (ship’s) 
Steelwork - 
Bars (iron) - 

(gold) - 
Cotton, woollen, flaxen, 

hempen, or silk manu- 

factures - = 
Gold dust - “ 
Steam engines 
‘Table cloths 
Carpets, floor coverings 

and table cloths of all 

descriptions - 


TARIFFS, 


As copper. 

Sec paints. 

See instruments. 

Sec jewels. 

As fancy goods under the article 
wearing apparel.” 

See scents. 

See clocks. 

As beverages. 

See hats, as wearing apparel. 

As factory and steam machinery. 

See instruments. 

As firearms, 

See books. 

See iron. 

See copper. 

See steel. 

See zinc. 

As mercery. 

See earthenware. 

See books. 

See paper. 

See wood. 

See iron. 

See copper. 

See wood. 

As spirits. 

As live cattle. 

See iron. 

See leather and leather work. 

See paper. 

See tobacco. 

See treacle. 

See tobacco, 

See meat. 

As zine. 

See wood. 

See iron, copper, or zine. 

See iron. 

See steel. 

Sce iron. 

See gold. 


See textile fabrics 

See gold. 

See factory or steam machinery, 
See carpets. 


As textile fabrics. 
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Drawing materials - | See stationery, &c. 
Drawings - - | As paintings. 

Tiles - - - | See earthenware. 

Lead for tea chests - | As lead rough and rolied. 
Timber - - - | See wood. 


Apparatus (factory) 
Window glass - - 
Varnish prepared with 


See factory and steam machinery. 
As glass and glasswork. 


alcohol - - See spirits. 
Floor cloths - ~ | See carpets. 
Fruits in brandy and other 
spirits - - | As liqueurs. 
Firearms - - | See arms. 
Rigging - - - | See ropework, 
Machinery - - | See factory and steam machinery. 
Sausages . - | As meat. 
Saddlery - - | As leather and leatherware. 
Sacks (linen and other) - | As textile fabrics. 
Silver - - - | See gold and silver. 


Article 2. 
“The tariff of export duties contained in Article 3 of the Law of 
the 17th November 1872 shall be replaced by the following 
tariff :— 


Merchandise. | Duties. 
Hlides - - - - - | 2 per cent. ad val. 
Fi... 
Indigo, not prepared for the Native markets - - Kilog. — 10 
Coflee - - - - - - | 100 kils. 1 00 
Sugar - - - - - — 415 
Tobacco, not prepared for the Native market — - - - a 1 00 
Birds’ nests - - - - - - ~ | 6 per cent. ad val. 


Article 3. 
* This Law shall come into operation on the 1st July 1886.” 
[A notification of the above changes appeared in the “ London 
Gazette” of the 14th May last]. 


GREECE. 


The following is a list of certain alterations effected in the 
Customs Tariff of Greece. The changes came into operation on 


21st December 1885. 
the -- 


Norr.—Ohke = 2°8 lbs. avoirdupois. Quintal=123°2 lbs. avoirdupois. 
Square métre = 1°19 square yards. Drachme = 


pee 
4 
2nd January Ldsso. 3 
4 
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| 
No. in | | | 
Tariff} Description of Article and Class. | Old Duty. | New Duty. 
Class. | | 
Drs. lepta. Drs. lepta. 
157a| Cotton tissues unbleached, contain- 
ing in the warp and woof 28 threads 
or less per 5 square millimétres - | Peroke — 66 | Peroke — 80 
159 | Cotton tissues dyed - - | 60 per cent. in 5 2— 
addition to the 
duty established 
in class 157. 


1854 Tissues of wool or hair having the 
warp or woof entirely or for the 
most part of cotton weighing up 


to 200 grammes per square métre | Peroke 1 75 - 2 50 
185b Tissues of wool or hair weighing | 
more than 200 grammes per | 
square métre - - - 1 — | 1 2 
186 Ready made clothes for men and 
| boys, all wool, fine for summer - | . 6 50 = 8 — 
| Do. all wool, thick for winter = » 4 50 = 6 — 
| Do. cotton and wool mixed, thick or | 
fine = ” 2— ” 3 20 
48 Wood for fuel - - - | Free, Free. 
| Charcoal - - - Free. Per quintal — 60 
61 Voleanic ashes(pouzzolaine), cement, | | 
| hydraulic lime, earth of Vicenza | | 
and Marseilles = - - - | Free. | Peroke — 04 
Ordinary bricks, pipes, and baked | 
tiles without coating - - | Free. | Per 1,00013) — 
| Marble slabs, stone slabs, and Malta | | 
| slabs - ~ - - | Free. |Perlo0 7 — 
| | 
PERU. 


By a Decree of the Provisional Government of Peru dated the 


25th February last, all duties collected at the Custom House of 


Callao are to be paid either in silver soles or in bills upon the 
Bank of Callao, or upon the Lima Branch of the Bank of Mexico. 
The following is the text of the decree :-- 

“Taking into consideration that in accordance with the 
stipulations of the commercial regulations, duties levied upon 
merchandise imported through the Callao Custom House shall be 
collected in the current coin of the country, and that the acceptance 
of bills in payment of the above mentioned duties causes serious 
inconvenience to the Government through delay in discounting 
the same, it shall be decreed that from the 1st March the Customs 
duties shall be paid in silver soles or by cheques on the Callao and 
London Banks.” 

[A notification to this effect appeared in the “ London Gazette 
of the 23rd April last]. 


NICARAGUA, 


The following increase of Customs duties levied on all merchan- 
dise imported into the Republic has been decreed by the Congress 
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at Nicaragua, and took effect from the Ist May last :—* The 
“ proportion payable on the 1879 tariff is raised to 60 per cent. in 
“ lieu of 50 per cent. The full amount of duties to be paid in 
** currency of the Republic (either paper or silver), ‘The increase 
“ js equivalent to 20 per cent. on the amount now paid.” 

[A notification to this effect appeared in the “ London Gazette ” 
of the 30th April last]. 


II—PROPOSED CHANGES IN CUSTOMS TARIFFS. 


Russia. 


Her Majesty’s Consul at Odessa reports under date of 29th 
January last that a petition is about to be presented to the 
Minister of the Interior to increase the present Customs duty on 
coal by 3 copecks in gold per poud, which will bring up the 
import duty to 10s. per English ton. 


FRANCE. 
‘The Customs Committee of the Chamber of Deputies at the 
sittings of the 9th and 12th April last recommended the establish- 
ment of the following duties on maize and rice :-— 


Maize - now free, aduty of 3 — per 100 kils. 
Rice, unshelled 3 — 
»» Shelled ” ” 6 — ” 
” flour ” » 6 — ” 


It was also resolved to raise the “ surtaxe d’entrepét” on all rice 
from | fr. 80c. to 3 frs. 60c. Starch makers are to receive maize 
and rice free of duty, but spirit distillers are to be excluded from 
this privilege. 


SWEDEN. 


A Bili was introduced on the 28th January last in the Swedish 
Folkthing proposing to modify the existing Customs duties on the 
following articles :—- 

Note.—Kilogramme = 2° 204 (bs. avoirdupois. Krona = 1s. 


Articles. Proposed Duties. 


Kr. Gre. 
Grain, unground :— 


Wheat - - - - - - - 100 kilos. 2 50 

Rye, corn, and maize - - - 2— 

Oats and vetches - - - - - Free. 

Peas and beans - - - - 100 kilos. 2 — 

i 23480. 


B 


» 
3 
| 
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Articles. 


Proposed Duties. 


Grain, ground :— 
Groats and meal, of all sorts - - 
Meal of arrowroot and other vegetables, not included 


under grain or medicines - = - 

Seed :— 
Hemp, linseed and rape’ - - - 
All other kinds not distinguished - - - 
Bran, all kinds - - - ‘ é 
Rice, in the husk - - - - - 
Rice groats, rice meal - - 
Groats, of other sorts - 


Potatoes, whole, cut, or grated - . 
Potato flour and starch derived from wheat, potatoes, or other 

vegetable substances - 
Meat - - - 
Butter, ine Inding artificial - - - - 
Cheese . - - - - - - 
Lard - - - 
Preserved yeast - - - - - 
Bread, biscuits, cakes, and — articles - 

» other sorts - - - - 
Ships of iron or steel, as well as ; steamers of all kinds - - 
Tron and steel :— 


Cast iron, ballast iron, and shot - - 
Manufactures of iron and steel with pieces for smelting  - 
Railroad rails, screws, bolts, &e.  - 


Bars, rolled or forged - 
Rolled or forged plates, not specified, without covering of 
zine, tin, copper, lead, or any other metal or varnish = - 
Rough iron and steel goods, polished or covered with other 
metals - - - - - - 
Machinery :— 

Locomotives, locomobiles, moveable steam egfors, steam 
and gas machiues - 
Steam machinery, other sorts, not specified - - 
» for ships or boats - - - 

Sewing machines - - - - 
Carriages - - - - - - 


Copper, raw, and shot 
»  Tefined - - - 


Leather goods, including leather straps for t machinery - 
Oils, liquid, not specified 
Tobacco, manufactured : cigars and cigarettes - - 
Wine of all kinds with 25 per cent. of aleohol :— 


In barrels, large or smali  - - = 

In other vessels - - - - i 
Wine grapes - - - - a 
Tissues :— 

Wholly of silk velvet or plush - - - - 

Other sorts, mixed with gold and silver - = 

Oxher kinds - - - - 

Of linen - 


Of jute, unbleached, sacking, and pack- thread 


Kr. ore. 
100 kilos. 4 — 


Free. 
Kilog, — 05 
” — 15 
100 kilos.30 — 

” 

” 2 

Kilog. — 04 

” — 10 

100 kilos.— 50 

Kilog. — 14 

” 

10 

re — 15 

= — 06 

— 15 

” — 25 

— 04 

Ton 235 — 
100 kilos— 80 
1 20 

2 50 

2 10 

3 50 

> 10 — 

1b — 

10 — 

15 — 

10 — 
Kilog. — 80 
10 to 15 per cent. 

ad val. 

Kilog.§ — 08 
” 10 


50 per cent. in ad- 
dition to the duty 
on material of 
which composed. 
20 per cent. ad val. 
Kilog. 1 50 
100 kils. 4 == 


Kilog. — 380 
Litre — 65 


Kilog. 25 
” 2 50 
” 5 
” 2 50 
” 1 75 


— 
| 
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AUSTRIA, 


A Bill was presented to the Reichsrath on the 5th May last for 
the purpose of revising the present Austro-Hungarian Customs 
Tariff. The following is a list of some of the most important 
alterations in the proposed tariff revision as affecting British trade 
with the Austro-Hungarian Empire. 


Note.—Kilogramme=2°204 lbs. avoirdupois. Florin=2s. Od. 


> 
Articles. New Hitherto. 
ate. 
Fl. kr. Fl. kr. 
Cotton yarns, single grey, between Nos. 29-| 100 kils. 14 ~— | 100 kils. 12 — 
50. 
double grey, up to No. 12 és 8 — 6 — 
prepared for retail sale - 35 — 30. 
Cotton "Zoods : 
Common, plain: grey - - » 34 — $2 -- 
printed -. - » (0 — » 6 — 
figured grey - 455 — 40 -- 
printed - 80 — 706 
close; grey - - 55 — ” 50 — 
printed - 90 — 
» fine: grey - - | 
bleached, dyed, printed - » 120 — » wo — 
Embroidered tissues, laces | » 3800 — » 200 -- 
Velvets, ribbons, trimmings, pea, and 
hosiery goods - - | 90 -- so — 
Linen laces and embroideries - =| » 3800 — 9 200 -—- 
» Tropes, cables, and cords - 3 
» Other ropemakers’ goods - - | 18 — 12 — 
Woollen yarns not particularly specified, | 
single, grey, over No. 45 - 12 — — 
Woollen hearthrugs - - | 50 — 40 -- 
Woollen goods, weighing less than 200 
grammes to the oquare 
metre ” 10 80 -- 
velvets, ribbons, trimmings, | 
buttons, and hosiery | 
- - - | 100 — 80 — 
Silk aa half-silk ornaments for dresses -! » 500 — » 200-400 — 
Silk goods (exclusive of buttons and trim- | 
mings) - - a7 » 900 -- » 400 — 
re velvets, half silk - - - | » 400 — » 200 -- 
other half silk goods - - | » 20 — » 200 
Sheet iron, below 0:4 millimetres 6 — 5 — 
Tin plates - - | 10 — 8 
Wire, below 0°5 millimetres - 6 — 5 — 
Forged iron pipes - -| ” 6 50 ‘o 5 — 
Forged kettles (also boilers) - | 50 
Metal goods, fine - - 20 15 — 
finest - - - ” 50 — ” 80 — 
Pianos ” 40 — 10 -- 
Watches, not particularly specified - - | » 100 — 30 
Umbrellas - - . - each 70-100 krs. each 24-48 hes. 
Locomobiles and tenders - - 1l00kils. 8 50] 100kils. 6 — 
Thrashing machines - - - ‘a 7 -- » s-5 — 
B 2 


a 
i 
| 
\ 
4 
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CUSTOMS TARIFFS. 


PROPOSED CHANGES IN 


Articles. 4 New Hitherto. 
| Fl. kr. Fl. kr. 
Wooden machines - - 100kils.5 5 100kils. 3 -- 
Iron machines not particularly specified - = 8 50 » o-6 — 
Railway carriages :— | 
Goods vans - - 7 5 
Passenger carriages (not stuffed) s — 6 50 
Perfumeries - - - - - 75 — 50 -- 


THE NETHERLANDS. 


A notification has been received from Her Majesty’s Minister 
at the Hague, under date of January 8th, to the effect that the 
Netherlands Minister of Finance had recently presented to the 
States General a Bill, for the purpose of increasing the revenue 
by levying an import duty upon sawn timber, by raising the 
import duties upon petroleum and other similar oils, and upon tea, 
and by altering the duties upon certain dried and fresh fruit as 
well as upon articles containing sugar. ‘The following is a 
translation of the enacting clauses of the Bill in question :— 


Revision of the Tariff of Import Duties. 


Article 1. 


“In the table fixed by Article 1 of the law of the 15th of August 
1862, the items alu-cnds, orange and lemon peel, timber, currants, 
&c., oil, raisins, citron, tea, figs, and fruits, so far revising 
Articles 2 and 4 of the law of the 6th of April 1877, shall read 
as follows :— 


Norte.— Kilogramme=2°204 lbs. avoirdupois ; cubic métre=1°308 
cubic yards ; florin=1s. 8d. 


Articles. Duties. 
Fl. c. 
Almonds - - ~ - - - | 100 kils. 8 — 
Orange and lemon peel, preserved - - - - as S 
other descriptions - - 1 50 
Sawn timber for shipbuilding, &c., conveyed by sea without 
breaking bulk - Cubic métre— 30 


Note.-By the words “ without breaking bulk” shall 
be understood that one half at least of the gross 
tonnage of the vessel, according to the certificate of 
measurement, is laden with timber. The duty must 
be paid accordingly to this tonnage, even if the cargo 
consists in part only of timber, or if there is an upper 
eargo. The gross tonnage of steamers shall, for this 
object, be reduced by 20 per cent. For cargoes, con- 
sisting both of sawn and unsawn timber the duty 
must be paid only on the actual quantity of sawn 
timber. 
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Articles. Duties. 


Other timber, excepting unsawn timber for anpiing, &e., 
and rough staves - - | 3 per cent. ad val. 
Wood work (excepting wooden shoes), praren coopers’ work 
and staves, planed and eee to be used for casks and 


Note.—The tare is 18 per cent. for tea in ordinary tea 
chests of 58 kilogrammes and upwards, and 25 per 


coopers’ work - - - - | 5 per cent. ad val. 

Currants - - - - - - - | 100 kils. 3 — 
Oil | 

Petroleum, &c. - - - - - | 1— 

Oil, not separately taxed - - - - | - 0 55 

Raisins, not separately taxed - - -|  » 

» black, Samos and Denia - - - | i O 25 

Citrons - - - | 6 — 

Tea - - | 40 — 


cent. for that in chests of less than 58 kilogrammes. 


| 
| 
Fruits :— 

Oranges - - - . - ” 1 25 
Lemons - - - | 1 20 
Dates - - - | 1 40 
Chestnuts - - - . - | 1 20 
Other descriptions - - - -| 56 per cent. ad val. 
% pr salted or preserved in brandy or 10 per cent. ad val. 

vinegar. 
| 
preserved in treacle or sugar - - 100kil. 18 — 

| 


Article 2 


“We reserve the right to impose an import duty on articles 
containing sugar, regulated according to the duty to which tbe 
sugar contained in them would be liable on importation.” 


Congo FREE STATE. 


Her Majesty’s Representative at Brussels, under date of 
May 15th, 1886, states that the following is a list of the Customs 
duties to be levied, from a date to be fixed hereafter, on exports 
from the Congo State :— 


Fr. 
Earth nuts - - Per 1 30 
Coffee - 1 00 
Caoutchouc - - 20 00 
Copal 8 00 
Palm oil - - - “ 2 50 
Ivory - 50 00 
Palm nuts os 1 20 
Sesame - - - 1 70 
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IIf.—DECISIONS AFFECTING THE APPLICATION 
OF CUSTOMS TARIFF. 


Russia, 


Nove.--Last=2 tons. Poud = 36 lbs. avoirdupois. Funt = +902 lbs. 
avoirdupois. Sq. arshine = 5°44 sq. feet. Rouble = 3s. 2d. 

The following is a summary of the decisions given by the 

Russian Customs Authorities during the first five months of 1586 
on certain points affecting the classification of various articles 
under the customs tariff :— 

Tin, in sheets, under par. 96 to be understood as referring to 
tinned iron only :—Duty 1 rouble 40 copecks per poud.* 

By note 1 to pars. 202 and 203, unmilled stuffs of combed 
wool or goats’ hair having a warp or woof of silk or silk waste 
are to pay as silk goods, but if the admixture of silk consists 
only of patterns or stripes woven in or embroidered, such goods 
are to pay 20 per cent. in addition to the duty specified in 
above-mentioned paragraphs. This note is to be strictly taken 
as applying to woollen tissues with silk ornaments, and the 
Juties to which these additions are made are as follows :— 

Section 202.—9C copecks per funt.| Section 203.—Same 
duty as under Section 202, with 20 per cent. additional. 

Flax woven bands whether for surgical bandages or not to 
pay duty under Art. 188, sect. 1 :—44 copecks per poud.f 

Woollen trimmings, braidings, or insertions, with an admixture 
of silk, to be cleared under par. 219, sect. 2:—2 roubles per 
funt, and 20 per cent additional.t 

Woollen trimmings, braidings, or insertions, without admixture 
of silk, to be included under par. 215., and pay at the rate 
of 3 roubles 30 copecks per funt.t 

Stereoscopes to come under par. 228 as toys, and pay a duty of 
37 copecks per funt.t 

Miller’s stones in pieces under sect. 8, part 2:—3 copecks per 
poud. 

Stone steps, not marble, and unpolished, sect. 8, part 2:— 
3 copecks per poud. 

lock crystal not worked, sect. 8, part 2 :—3 copecks per poud. 

Large sand stones with three sides rough hewn and fourth side 
polished or ground, sect. 8, part 2:—3 copecks per poud. 

Magnetic iron ore containing to 58°83 per cent. of metallic 
iron, sect. 14, part 1:—4 copecks per poud, 

Timber blocks not planed, sect. 19 :—Free. 

Woed pulp for paper making on sheets with holes perforated 
or cut out, sect. 25 :—Free. 

Sheep’s entrails, raw, for manufacture of musical strings, 
sect. 26, part 9 :—Free. 

Wooden barrels in which goods have been packed, although 
having iron hoops, under sect. 29, part 2 :—Free. 


_ With an addition of 10 per cent. on each rouble of duty leviable. 
+ With an addition of 20 per cent. on each rouble of duty leviable. 
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Wooden sticks, unpainted, for blinds, sect. 30, part 1, letter a: 
—15 copecks per poud.t 

Prepared shave-grass woven round with cotton thread, sect. 30, 
part 2 :—20 copesks per poud.f 

Fishermen’s boats, sect. 36, part 3:—5 roubles per last.t 

Samples of printing, lithographed and printed, sect. 39, part 2: 
— Free. 

Albums with designs for embroidery, sect. 39, part 2 :—Free. 

Advertisements printed abroad in Russian, sect. 39, part 4:— 
3 roubles per poud. 

Barley, roasted and ground (“ Leiocum”’), sect. 45 :—1 rouble 
per poud.f 

Oatmeal, sect. 47 :—1 rouble 10 copecks per poud.t 

Pepper, Cayenne, ground, sect. 72, part 3 :—2 roubles per poud.t 

Whip leather, sect. 84, part 3 :—6 roubles 60 copecks per poud.t 

Skins, artificial, of bears’ fur glued on textile fabrics, sect. 85, 
part 1:—-15 roubles per poud plus 50 per cent.t 

Brass plates, round, unworked, sect. 98, part 2:—3 roubles 
10 copecks per poud. 

Alum and common salt, compound of, sect. 131:—25 copecks 
per poud. 

Chloric magnesia, purified by re-crystallization, sect. 140 :— 
2 roubles per poud.f 

Butterine, with an admixture of albuminous substances, 
sect. 144, part 1 :—2 roubles per poud. 

Glue, treacle, and glycerine, compound of, sect. 144, part 3 :— 
55 copecks per poud.t 

Retorts, clay, for gas products, sect. 154, part 1 :—22 copecks 
per poud.f 

Wedgwood clay manufactures, sect. 155:—If white or of one 
colour, 85 copecks per poud ;t if white or of one colour, with 
patterns, rings, borders, and edges of one colour, 1 rouble 
10 copecks per poud;t if white or of one colour, with 
gilding, painting, or with variegated patterns, 2 roubles 
75 pill per poud.t 

Chemical apparatus of platinum, sect. 159, part 3:—18 roubles 
15 copecks per funt.* 

Tinsel wire, sect. 159, part 4:—6 roubles per funt.t 

Wooden clothes hangers with malleable cast-iron pegs or hooks 
composed chiefly of cast-iron, sect. 162, part 3:--1 rouble 
20 copecks per poud. 

Instruments for binding papers, wooden choppers with steel 
cutters, and hand machines for separating the grain of 
Indian corn; weighing up to 5 funt each, 2 roubles 50 copecks 
per poud ; over 5 funt each, 1 rouble 20 copecks per poud, 
under section 165. 

Hand coffee mills of tin, ornamented by process of corrosion, 
sect. 166, part 1 :——2 roubles 75 copecks per poud.* 

Horse shoe nails, sect. 167, part 2:—4 roubles per poud. 

Polished steel wire, sect. 167, part 2:—4 roubles per poud. 


* With an addition of 10 per cent. on each rouble of duty leviable. 
t With an addition of 20 per cent. on each rouble of duty leviable. 
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Ramrod tops for cleaniag gun barrels, sect. 171 :—20 roubles 
per poud.t 

Agate hooks used by jewellers, sect. 173:—1 rouble 20 copecks- 
per poud. 

Elevators for threshing machines, sect. 175:—1 rouble 20 
copecks per poud. 

Coarse linen covered with a layer of triturated cork, sect. 179 :. 

—2 roubles 20 copecks per poud.t 

Violin cases of wood lined with textile fabrics, and imported 
separately, sect. 180, part 2:—1 rouble 20 copecks per poud, 
with an addition of 25 per cent. 

Invalid chairs of wood on whee's, scct. 180, part 2:—1 rouble: 
20 copecks per poud.t 

Hand bellows of wood and leather, sect. 180, part 2 :— 
1 rouble 20 copecks per poud, plus 25 per cent.f 

Busts or dummies for tailors of papier maché combined with 
wood, wadding, cotton tissue, and kid skin, sect. 181 :-- 
+ roubles 15 copecks per poud.t 

Bobbins of papier maché coloured in imitation of turner’s work, 
sect. 181 :—4 roubles 15 copecks per poud.f 

Thin wooden strips incrustated, used for insertion and in- 
crustation or in wooden venecriug work, sect. 184 :—88 
copecks per funt.t 

Straw plaiting, sewn inside, sect. 184 :—88 copecks per funt.f 

Linen tissues with an admixture of tinsel, sect. 189, part 1 :-— 
70 copecks per funt, with an addition of 25 per cent.t 

Linen ribbons, woven, under sect. 189, part 1 :—70 copecks 
per funt.t 

Linen embroidery, canvas, sect. 191 :—50 copecks per funt.t 

Linen embroidery with an admixture of tinsel, sect. 191 :—50: 
copecks per funt.f 

Hand reticules of Manilla hemp, coloured, sect. 192 :—17 
copecks per funt.t 

Silk tissues embroidered with glass beads, sect. 196 :—5 roubles 
50 copecks per funt.t 

Blankets of woollen friezed tissue bordered with silk ribbon, 
sect. 202 :--90 copecks per funt, with an addition of 20 per 
cent.f 

Woollen carpets, lined, sect. 207 :—35 copecks per funt.t 

Cotton tissues witl an admixture of tinsel, sect. 211, part 4 :— 
1 rouble 32 copecks per funt.* 

Cotton antimacassars embroidered with wool, sect. 214, part 1: 
—45 copecks per funt.t 

Ladies’ hats of ~wsoollen stuff Jined with silk, but untrimmed, 
sect. 219, pari 0 :---2 roubles 25 copecks per funt.t 

Woellen hoods for ladies, knitted and trimmed, sect. 219, 
part 7 :—3 roubles 50 copecks per funt.t 

Imitation fruit, berries, &c. of blown glass for ornamentation 
of ladies’ dresses, sect. 221 :—6 roubles 60 copecks per funt.t 

Tissues interwoven with feathers for trimming ladies’ dresses, 
sect. 221 :—6 roubles 60 copecks per funt.f 


* With an addition of 10 per cent. on each rouble of duty leviable. 
t With an addition of 20 per cent, on each rouble of duty leviable. 
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Jeyes’ disinfecting soap in large or small tablets, sect. 226, 
part 2:—1 rouble 50 copecks per poud.t ; 

Corks of two materials (cork and glass) even when imported, 
separately, sect. 227, part 2:—37 copecks per funt.t 

Bengal lights, for use in rooms, sect. 228 :—37 copecks per funt.t 

Paper clips of tin and brass, sect. 229 :—33 copecks per funt.t 

Slates in wooden frames for writing, sect. 229 :—33 copecks 
per funt.f 

Apothecary’s scales, sect. 231 :—2 roubles 20 copecks per funt.t 

Economiser apparatus for the introduction of hot water into 
boilers, will pay duty according to material of which composed. 

Wooden vats imported in pieces together with their hoops, will 
pay duty according to the material of which composed. 

Parts of braces, according to the material of which composed. 

Damaged crucibles and broken pieces of graphite crucibles to 
be included under sect. 14:—4 copecks per poud. 

Fire-proof bricks and slabs, sect. 28 :—Free. 

Common basket-work, split and unsplit willows, to be cleared 
under sect. 30:-—-Unpainted 15 copecks, and painted 45 
copecks per poud.f 

Bugles and glass bea ls of same size and colour on strings, not 
assorted, sect. 222, part 1:—1 roubie 80 copecks per poud.t 

Cuttings of stuffs less than one arshine square, sect. 42 :—Free. 

Works of watches and clocks, put together, even if consisting 
only of internal fixed metallic frame dises, sect. 234, part 1 :— 
75 copecks each. 

A!l parts of clocks and watches not put together, including 
weights, chains, and pendulums, but excluding bells, sect. 
234, part 6 :—10 copecks per funt.t 

Bells also to be admitted under the same paragraph if with 
the clocks to which they belong, and a_ corresponding 
number of dial plates, weights, pendulums, and chains, shall 
be admitied with the clocks. 

Leather pipes for wool spinning machinery, if with such 
machinery, to pay under sect. 175 :—1 rouble 20 copecks per 
poud. If imported separately, under part 4, sect. 187 :— 
45 copecks per funt. 

Cotton handkerchiefs with open stitched work, sect, 219, 
part 1 :—1 rouble 50 copecks per funt.t 

Ivory, sawn and split into flat pieces, sect. 11 :—2 roubles per 
poud.t 

Manufactures of common metals, gilt and silver plated or of 
bronze, even though coming under small wares or ornaments 
for the toilet table, &c. but uncombined with other materials, 
sect. 160. The duties under this section are for articles 
weighing less than 1 funt each, 52 roubles 80 copecks per 
poud,t weighing more than 1 funt each of bronze or other 
alloys of copper, 15 roubles 85 copecks per poud,t if 
oxidised gilt or silvered, 26 roubles 40 copecks per poud.f 

Steel fish hooks, sect. 168 :--2 roubles 75 copecks per poud. 


+ With an addition of 20 per cent. on each rouble of duty leviable. 


; 
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Wooden shuttles for weaving looms, with metallic parts and 
porcelain tubes, sect. 180, part 2 :—1 rouble 20 copecks per 
poud.f 

Trimmings, with plaited or woven tinsel ornaments, sect. 159, 
part 4:—6 roubles per funt.t 

Ethers mixed with spirits, sect. 77 :—75 copecks per bottle. 

Mother of pearl, sawn and cut into thin pieces, sect. 11 :— 
2 roubles per poud.t 

Mixed vegetables, cut and dried, preserved, sect. 50, part 1 :— 
55 copecks per poud, gross.t 

Copper rollers or cylinders for printing cotton tissues, sect. 
161 :—4 roubles 75 copecks per poud. 

Appurtenances to dinner, &c. services, of alloys of copper gilt 
or silver plated, sect. 160:—For duties under this section, 
see manufactures of common metals above. 

Small felt wads coated with gum and used as corn plasters, sect. 
206 :—-11 copecks per funt.t 

Sulphuric antimony, pounded, sect. 140 :—2 roubles per poud.t 

Black wooden pianoforte keys, sect. 180, part 2:—1 rouble 
20 copecks per poud.t 

Mineral wax, fully or partly purified, sect. 26, part 6 (a) :—30 
copecks per poud.t 

Cotton lace embroidered with silk, sect. 215:—3 roubles 30 
copecks per funt.t 

Frying pans of sheet iron, worked, sect. 165:—Over 5 funt, 
1 rouble 20 copecks per poud; under 5 funt, 2 roubles 50 
copecks per poud. 

Decanters of cut glass, unornamented and unpolished, containing 
brandy, spirits, &c. and bearing inscriptions of the quality of 
the liquor contained, sect. 157, part 2 :—1 rouble 20 copecks 
per poud.t 

Wringing machines of polished wood, with metallic bronzed 
parts and gutta percha rollers, sect. 165:—Over 5 funt, 
1 rouble 20 copecks per poud; under 5 funt, 2 roubles 50 
copecks per poud. 

Life preserving jackets, sleeveless, of coarse jute filled with 
cork, sect. 192 :--17 copecks per funt. 

Metallic spring rings or washers for gun carriages, sect. 164 :— 
1 rouble 20 copecks per poud. 

Corkwood cut for corks inshape of cubes, sect. 179 :-—2 roubles 
20 copecks per poud.t 

Oak planks, coarsely planed, sect. 29 :—-5 copecks per poud.t 

Stripes of plush, with design stamped in bronze powder, though 
without festoons, sect. 212 :—50 copecks per poud.* 

Rollers for musical instruments and planchettes for mechanical 
pianofortes, to be admitted free when with the instruments to 
which they belong, in the following proportions :—6 rollers 
for musical instruments, 10 planchettes for 10 musical 
picees. 


* With an addition of 10 per cent. on each rouble of duty leviable. 
+ With an addition of 20 per cent. on each rouble of duty leviable. 
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Peacock feathera, sect. 221 :--6 roubles 60 copecks per funt.t 

Top surface board for folding tables, covered on the right side 
with straw tissues, if weighing over 3 funt each, under sect. 
180, part 3. 6 roubles 60 copecks per poud,t or weighing less 
than 3 funt each, under sect. 227, 37 copecks per funt.f 

Books with notes and Russian text, sect. 39, part 4, unbound, 
3 roubles per poud, and bound, 4 roubles 50 copecks per poud, 
but notes for singing with text in different languages, sect. 39, 
part 2:—Free. 

Gold watches, even when in medallion shape unornamented 
with precious stones, sect. 234, part 2:—1 rouble 45 copecks 
each.t 

Graphoscopes, sect. 227:—Common, 37 copecks per funt ;t 
superior, 1 rouble 20 copecks per funt.t 

Springs for machines of iron and steel imported separately, 
sect. 168 :—2 roubles 75 copecks per poud. 

Lycopodium seeds, sect. 140 :-—2 roubles per poud.f 

Inlaid floors of all kinds, even with incrustation, sect. 180, 
part 2 :—1 rouble 20 copecks per poud.t 

Playing cards even when mutilated are prohibited. 

Cotton velvet embroidered with tinsel, sect. 159, part 4:—6 
roubles per funt.f 

Cuttings of woollen tissues unused; to pay under sect. 206, as 
selvidges and not as rags :—11 copecks per funt.t 

Agar-agar, or vegetable jelly, sect. 22 :—Free. 

Chess-boards, both folding and in boxes, sect. 228 :—37 copecks 
per funt. 

Straw plaits and materials in narrow strips for manufacture of 
hats, sect. 184 :—88 copecks per funt.t+ 

Silk, boiled and prepared as bleached, sect. 89. part 2 (b.) :—32 
roubles per poud. 

Wooden cornices for picture frames, covered with alabaster 
embossed, sect. 181 :—4 roubles 15 copecks per poud.t 

Injectors and brass taps, even with machines, are to be included 
under, sect. 161 :—4 roubles 75 copecks per poud. 


Articles of glass beads serving for trimming ladies’ hats to pay 
duty under art. 221 :—6 roubles 60 copecks per funt. + 

Nails, rivets, iron pins for pianofortes, and metallic wires, to 
pay duty under art. 168 as manufactures of wire :—2 roubles 
75 copecks, when of iron and steel, and 5 roubles 50 copecks, 
when of copper or brass. 


Harden’s fire extinguishing grenades to be cleared under 


art. 140 :—2 roubles per poud, including weight of glass 
bottles. 
Miniature clay slabs to pay duty under art. 228 :—37 copecks 
per funt.t 
Lime impregnated with sulphuric acid to pay under art. 140 :— 
2 roubles per poud.t . 


+ With an addition of 20 per cent. on each rouble of duty leviable. 
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TrALy. 

Norr.—Kilogramme == 2°204 lbs. avoirdupois. Quintal = 220°4 lbs. 
avoirdupois. 

The following decisions affecting the classification of various 
articles which have been the subject of disputes during the 
month of April last have been given by the Italian Customs 
Authorities :— 


Bombs for extinguishing fires, made of india-rubber bladders, 
containing a liquid composed of borato of ammonia, to be in- 
cluded under category I1T., No. 45 (chemicals unenumerated), 
duty, 4 lire per quintal. 

Mats or rugs, formed on the upper surface of cocoanut fibre, and 
underneath of tissues of hemp raw, sewn with fringe of 
uncombed wool not woven. As sewn articles according to 
the tissue most highly taxed, &c., and therefore included 
under category V., No. 80 (a.) (tissues of hemp with less than 
5 threads sewn) :—23 lire 10 centessimi per quintal. 

Tissues of cotton and wool (cotton predominating) brocaded or 
worked with interstices of one thread in every four, to be 
included under category VI., No. 97 (tissues of cotton dyed) : 
The duties under this section are as follows :—For tissues dyed, 
weighing 13 kilogrammes or more to the 100 square métres 
which have in warp or woof in a square of 5 milimétres, 
27 elementary threads or less—92 lire per quintal; more than 
27 threads—-99 lire per quintal. Weighing 7 kilogrammes, 
but less than 13 kilogrammes with 27 threads or less— 
101 lire per quintal ; more than 27 threads—110 lire per 
quintal. Weighing less than 7 kilogrammes; 27 threads or 
jess; 115 lire per quintal--more than 27 threads—-135 lire 
per quintal. 

Tulle of cotton, with ornamentation of small pearls as em- 
broidery, to be included under category VI., No. 100 (c.) 
(tulle of cotton embroidered) :—5v0 lire per quintal. 

Tissues of camel hair, for manufacture of baskets for pressing 
tallow, to be included under category VIT., No. 111 (a.) (tissues 
of wool carded) :—140 lire per quintal. 

Black silk tissue, partly beaten, partly netted (graticolate), 
trimmed with pearls, to be included under category VITI., 
No. 127 (a.) (tissues of silk): 400 lire per quintal. 

Mixed tissues of wool and of silk waste (the latter in proportion 
of 12 to 50 per cent.), to be included under category VIL., 
No. 127 (d.) (mixed tissues of silk) :—2 lire 50 ¢. per quintal. 

Mixed tissues of eilk 

It is established in principle that waste silk and the like 
are to be considered as floss silk, but when a tissue is 
fermed in whole or in part of waste silk and the like, it 
must pay according to circumstances 4 lire or 2°50 lire 
the kilogramme, and that the duty of 2 lire the 
kilogramme (No. 128) can only be admitted in the case 
where, besides containing more than 50 per cent. of 
such material, it properly belongs to the class of 
ordinaries called “ stoppolini” (waste). 


DECISIONS AFFECTING THE APPLICATION OF CUSTOMS 29 
TARIFF. 


Furniture, not entirely of bent wood, i.e., having some portion 
formed of straight wood joined to bent wood, to be included 
under category [X., No. 1372 (furniture, &c. of common wood 
not upholstered) :—13 lire per quintal. 

Bobbins of common wood made by turning and smeared with 
oil, to be included under category IX., No 1414 (utensils of 
common wood) :—8 lire per quintal. 

Paper for ornamenting mantel pieces, having views in the centre 
or pictures in separate sheets and attached, are included 
under category X., No. 153) (ornamental paper) :—20 lire 
per quintal. 

Catalogues (books) with designs without illustrative text, are 
included under category X., No. 156 (printed matter) :—50 
lire per quintal. 

Catalogues in loose sheets, illustrated by figures, are included 
under category X., No. 156 (printed matter) :—50 lire per 
quintal. 

Buffalo skins, dressed for military purposes ready for immediate 
use, under category XI., No. 162 (7.) (skins tanned, other) :— 
50 lire per quintal. 

Hat bands of morocco leather are included under category 
XI., No. 162 (f) (morocco leather) :—75 lire per quintal. 
Bars of steel or iron, pure, thick, square, cut from bars of 
greater length obtained in the first manufacture of ingots, 
under category XII., No. 178 (a) (iron, steel, &c. rolled or 

hammered) :—4 lire 62 cs. per quintal. 

Tron double T, varnished, under category XII., No. 181 (a) 
(iron of second manufacture) :—11 lire 80 cs. per quintal. 
Circular iron plates under category XII., No. 181 (a) (iron of 

second manufacture) :—1} lire 80 cs. per quintal. 

Rings and small hooks of steel for spinning machinery under 
category XII., No. 183 (steel otherwise wrought) :— 
25 lire per quintal. 

Elevators, mechanical apparatus for raising tenders and vehicles 
under category XII, No. 198 (c) (machines not dis- 
tinguished) :—6 lire per quintal. 

Centrifugal machines (system Feseta) with revolving drum for 
separation of syrups and molasses from sugar in crystals, 
under category XII, No. 198 (c) (machines not dis- 
tinguished) :—6 lire per quintal. 

Red clay or potter’s earth, employed in the manufacture of 
pipes, or ceramic paste, to be included under category XIIL., 
No. 218 (a) (stones, &c.) :—Free. 

Ivory, simply cut in strips for pianoforte keys, to be included 
under category XV., No. 294 (ivory raw) :—Free. 

Japanese folding fans, in the form of fans decorated with 
designs and figures, formed of an irregular dise of paper 
pasted on to a fixed frame of rush sticks, and with a handle 
of Indian cane, are included under category XVI., No. 297 
(d) (fans) :—150 lire per quintal. 
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UNITED STATES. 
Notre.— Dollar = 4s. 2d. 


The following decisions affecting the classification of articles in 
the United States Customs Tariff have been given by the United 
States Treasury Department during the months of January, ° 
February, March, April and May, 1886 :— 

Old iron ciaimed to be of domestic manufacture, exported and 
returned, is to be included under the general heading of iron, 
and taxed as such unless it is returned in substantially the 
same condition as when exported. 

Surgical scissors made of fine steel are to be comprised under 
the heading of cutlery, and are dutiable at the rate of 35 per 
cent. ad valorem. 

Starch manufactured from wheat and potatoes is to be admitted 
at the rate of 24 cents per |b. 

Pine tar fibre, simply cleaned, to be admitted free of duty. 

Horn strips used in the manufacture of corsets to be included 
under the heading of “horn strips and tips,” and therefore 
exempt from duty. 

Paper costumes for dolls to pay duty as manufactures of paper, 
viz,, 15 per cent. ad valorem. 

Fur coats or garments to pay at the rate of 20 per cent. ad 
valorem. 

Sulphate of potash used as manure to be assessed at the rate of 
20 per cent. ad valorem. 

Japanned tin boxes containing water colours to be assessed at 
the rate of 100 per cent. ad valorem under sect. 7, art. 9, 
March 3rd, 1883, which provides “ that if any packages, sacks, 
“ crates, boxes, or coverings of any kind, shall be of any 
* material or form designed to evade duties thereon, or 
“ designed for use otherwise than in the bona fide trans- 
“ portation of goods to the United States, the same shall be 
“ subject to a duty of 100 per cent. ad valorem upon the 
“ actual value of the same.” 

Tin cases, the coverings of Black Taggers iron, to be admitted 
free of duty. 

Lacquered handkerchief boxes designed for use otherwise than 
in the bona fide transportation of handkerchiefs, to be 
subjected to duty at the rate of 100 per cent. ad valorem. 

Tarlatans, mixed tissues of cotton and metal, to be assessed at 
the rate of 45 per cent. ad valorem. 

“ Little’s Sheep Dip” to be classed as a proprietary article, 
and to pay duty accordingly, at the rate of 50 per cent. ad 
valorem. 

Magic lantern slides to be liable to duty on “all manufactures 
“ of glass, or of which glass is a component material, not 
“ otherwise provided for,” viz., 45 per cent. ad valorem. 

Crumb cloths to be classed as two ply ingrain carpets, and 
taxed at the rate of 8 cents. per square yard and 30 per cent, 
ad valorem. 
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Musical box springs to be classed as parts of musical instru- 
ments, and pay duty accordingly, viz., 25 per cent. ad 
valorem. 

Parts of machinery intended to be used as models in designing 
and constructing new machinery not to be classed as “ models 
of inventions,” but as patterns fitted for use as such. 

Camels’ hair tops to be classed as “ hair of all kinds, cleaned or 
“ uncleaned, drawn or undrawn, unmanufactured, not 
“ specially enumerated or provided for,” and therefore to be 
admitted free of duty. 

Paper boxes used for packing gloves and hosiery. Cost of 
paper boxes and other inside coverings, and the charges 
incident to the packing of goods for shipment, are not to be 
taken as elements of dutiable value. 

Anchovy, bloater and shrimp paste to be taxed as “ sauces, 
“ of all kinds not otherwise specially enumerated or provided 
for,” and to pay duty at the rate of 35 per cent. ad valorem. 

Glass dises for clocks to be dutiable at the rate of 45 per cent. 
ad valorem. 

Sample trunks of commercial travellers are exempt from duty. 

Photograph albums bound in silk plush, velvet, or other 
materials, are dutiable according to the material of which 
composed. 

Worsted coatings composed in part of wool to be assessed as 
manufactures made wholly or in part of wool, and pay at the 
rate of 35 cents per lb., and 35 per cent. ad valorem. 

Japanese lanterns to be classed as manufactures of which paper 
is a component material. 

Bamboo cabinets, if manufactured of wood and split bamboo, 
to pay duty as “manufactures of wood,” 35 per cent. ad 
valorem. 

Spatulas or palette knives to be assessed as cutlery not specially 
enumerated or provided for, and pay at the rate of 35 per 
cent. ad valorem. 

Steel tubes for umbrella handles to pay duty as steel umbrella 
handles or other parts thereof when made in whole or chief 
part of iron, steel, or any other material, viz., 40 per cent. ad 
valorem. 

Paper hangings. Gold embossed imitation leather paper to pay 
at the rate of 25 per cent. ad valorem. 

“ Ruban de Bruges” to be classed as “manufactures of cotton 
* not specially enumerated and provided for,” and pay at the 
rate of 35 per cent. ad valorem, 

Lavender water to pay as alcoholic perfumery, viz., 2 dollars 
per gallon, and 50 per cent. ad valorem. 

Agates, cut and polished, pay as precious stones of all kinds, 
10 per cent. ad valorem. 

Dog biscuits to pay as an unenumerated manufactured article, 
at the rate of 20 per cent. ad valorem. 

Statuettes of terra cotta to pay at the rate of 60 per cent, 

ad valorem. 
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Leather jackets lined with wool to be taxed as wearing apparel 
made in part of wool, at the rate of 40 cents per |b., and 
35 per cent. ad valorem. 

ae tubes used as receptacles for white lead to be admitted 
ree, 

Glass shades and wooden stands for clocks, if imported at same 
time as clocks, to be considered as parts of clocks, and liable 
to duty accordingly at the rate of 30 per cent. ad valorem. 

Cotton cloth cut into strips to pay ordinary duty as cotton 
cloth. 

Natural mineral water to be admitted free of duty when satis- 
factory evidence is produced to show that the waters are the 
production of natural springs. 

Resin on metal spools to be classed as “ manufactured articles 
“ or wares composed wholly or in part of metal,” and pay at 
the rate of 45 per cent. ad valorem. 

“ Allchins’ smelling salts” to be taxed as carbonate of ammonia, 
viz., at the rate of 20 per cent. ad valorem. 

Pocket metal boxes, made of metal and leather, to be classed 
as * card cases, shell boxes, and all similar articles, of what- 
ever material composed, and by whatever name known,” and 
py a duty of 35 per cent. ad valorem. 


In cxses where importers claim that importations of iron ore 
have sustained an increase of weight during the voyage by reason 
of the absorption of moisture or sea water, an arbitrary allowance 
for such increase of weight cannot be made, but an allowance may 
be made for any increase of weight on such account which may be 
ascertained. No application for allowance, to be entertained, 
unless made within ten days after landing. 


Farina (potato starch in a powdered form) to pay duty at 


the rate of 2 cents per lb. as “ potato or corn starch.” 


Chicory seed for producing the root used in the manufacture of 
dried, granulated, and rolled chicory, to be admitted free, as “ seeds 
‘€ of all kinds, except medicinal seeds not specially enumerated or 
* provided for.” 

Spirits to pay on each wine gallon below proof the duty pre- 
scribed for each proof gallon. 

The cost cf skeining worsted yarns imported in skeins weighing 
— Jess than one ounce each to be considered as a part of the finish- 
ing process of the goods, and cannot be deducted in ascertaining 
the dutiable value of such merchandise. 

Iron boilers made of wrought iron varying from 1 in. to 14 ins. 
in thickness, which is nevertheless comprehended in the term 
** plate iron,” are dutiable at the rate of 14 cents. per lb. under 
“ boiler and plate iron” and “ articles not specially enumerated or 
“ provided for, whether wholly or partly manufactured from 
plate iron.” 

Printed cotton moleskins, known as cotton cloths by reason of 
counting over 100, and under 200, threads to the square inch, 
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and valued at over 13 cents per square yard, to be dutiable at the 
rate of 40 per cent. ad valorem. 

Tin cans containing lobsters, the contents being exempt from 
duty as shell fish, are liable to duty according to size. 

Sheep shears to pay at the rate of 45 per cent. ad valorem 
under “ manufactures, articles or wares not specially enumerated 
“or provided for, composed wholly or in part of iron, steel, or 
“any other metal,” as these articles cannot be recognised as 
cutlery. 

Base bullion, in which lead predominates in weight, to be 
classified upon importation as jead in pigs, and ores composed of 
silver and lead and iron, or silver and lead, or silver and other 
base metals, of which silver is the component material of chief 
value in either of such ores, to be included in the category “ ores 
* of silver,” and to be exempt from duty. 

Goats’ hair, common, imported as such, not to be classified 
as “combing wool,” but as “all hair of the goat.” 

Goats’ skins, common, with the hair on, to be exempt from 
duty. 

Sheep’s skins and Angora goat skins with the wool on, to be 
dutiable under the rates prescribed for “ other wools.” 


IV.—CONVENTIONAL TARIFF OF ROUMANIA. 


The Commercial ‘Treaty between Austria and Roumania having 
recently lapsed, and alterations having thereby been effected in 
the Roumanian Conventional Tariff, it appears desirable to point 
out, that all the articles embraced in the following lists were 
specifically mentioned in the Commercial Treaties between 
Roumania and other powers, and cannot have their rates of 
import duty increased until these treaties expire. The Anglo- 
Roumanian treaty (ratified on 5th April 1880) does not expire 
until 1890, and the German-Roumanian treaty (ratified on 10th 
July 1881) does not expire until 1891. A complete statement 
of the Roumanian import duties under the new autonomous tariff, 
and of the duties now leviable upon British goods, will be published 
in the next issue of this journal. 


List of Articles specially mentioned in the Commercial Treaty 
between Germany and Roumania (ratified 1881) with the duties 
leviable upon the importation of such goods into Roumania. 


| 
| Rate of 


Articles. Duty. 
Cereals, of all kinds ; flour and farinacecus substances - Free. 


Petroleum, raw and refined - - 
Wood for building purposes - - - . es 
Tron ore - - 
Iron and steel in rough bars or rods - = , 
Hides, raw, fresh, dry, or salted - - 
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: Rate of 
Articles. Duty. 
| 
Coal, coke, anthracite, lignite, and peat —- Free 
Books of all kinds, maps and atlases, engravings, lithographs, and 
photographs, albums, music lithographed or pees - ” 
Instruments and scientific apparatus - 
Works of art and other a for public museums or private 
collections - - - - = 
Steam engines, stationary or locomotive - - - - ‘. 
Agricultural machinery and instruments of all kinds . - - 
Machinery of all kinds for industrial sewing 
machines - - - ” 
Tallow and articles &c.), and all 
primary materials for manufacture of candles, stearine, and soap, | 
as weil as all other ieee necessary for such manufaeture - | me 
Rags of allkinds’— - - af 
Colouring materials and chemical products necessary for industrial 
1. Sugar, refined, in loaves, crushed, or in powder, sugar | Frs. ets. 
candy and grape sugar and sugar in solution = - - 100 kilos.| 20 00 
Sugar, raw, and moist sugar - - - és | 12 00 
Syrups and molasses - - - 6 
2. Beer in bottles or jars - - a 15 00 
yin casks - - 8 50 
3. Spirits, distilled, of all kinds, such as br andy, alcohol, | 
rum, arrack, essence of punch, liqueurs, “and other | 
spirituous liquors sweetened or not - - ° | 25 00 
4. Wax, raw, white or yellow of all kinds - - - a | 48 oO 
», manufactured, white or yellow, such as tapers, 
models, artificial flowers, or other manufactures of | 
wax - - - - - - » | oo 
5. Candles of stearine or spermaceti, of all kinds - - | 25 oo 
6. Soap of all kinds, except scented - - - Re | 15 90 
7. Papers and wares thereof :— 
(a.) Common, gray, or other packing paper, tarred 
or not, pasteboard, glass paper, rena and other 
similar paper - - - ” | 8 OO 
Paper not specially mentioned - 19 90 
(c.) Paper hangings of all kinds - - % 40 00 
(d.) ‘ Papier de luxe,” @.e., gilt or silvered, with 
ornamentation in relief, or perforated ; note paper 
with monograms or other designs, and envelopes 
to correspond ; china paper, as well as all manu- 
factures of paper plain or combined with other 
materials except precious metals or stones, coral, 
pearls, amber, jet, and tortoiseshell - - 60 
8. Tissues of wool, pure or mixed with other materials 
except silk :— 
(a.) Common, such as course blankets with long 
hair, “ Halina’’ cloth, coarse cloths, carpets of 
wool of all kinds - - 30. 
(b.) Cloths and other similar tissues not printed ; 
flannels of all sorts, white or coloured - om 58 00 
(c.) All other tissues of wool not above mentioned, 
except shawls and lace; haberdashery, button- | 
makers’ wares, and tapes and ribbons of wool = - | 90 
(d.) Woollen hosiery of all kinds combined or not 
with other tissues - - | 90 
(e.) Felts of all kinds, and sii, shoes with or 
without soles, and hats of common felt for peasants’ | 
and soldiers’ use . - - - 25 00 
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Articles. 


9, Tissues of cotton pure or mixed with linen or combined 
with metal threads: — 

(a.) Not bleached, dyed, dressed, or cgay woven 

wicks, threads, and girths - 

(b.) Semifine, i.e., dressed, Pleached, dyed 


printed), figured or not - 
(¢.) Fine, ie., printed, and velvet tissues - - 
(d.) Extra fine, tulle, bobbinet, muslin lawn, gauze, 
and other light tissues except lace - . 
(e.) Habe button-makers’ 
ribbons - - 
Cf.) Cotton hosiery of all sorts, sendin or not 
with other tissues - - - - 


10. Leather (tanned hides) and leather manufactures :— 

(a.) Common, not otherwise mentioned - 

(b.) Leather, fine, é.e., dyed (except blackened), 
pressed, varnished, gilt, or silvered ; also chamois 
leather, leather for gloves, morocco leather, 
cordovan leather, &e. 

(c.) Manufactures of common 
wares, saddlery, harness, trunkmakers’ wares of 
common leather, combined or not with other 
materials except those mentioned under No. 7(d) 

(d.) Manufactures of superior leather (except 
gloves) similar to those mentioned under (c) 
combined or not with other materials except 
those mentioned under No. 7 (d) - - 

11. Manufactures of caoutchouc or gutta-percha :— 

(a.) Common, ‘.e., manufactures not varnished, 
dyed, or printed, combined or not with other 
materials except those mentioned under No. 7 (d) 

(b.) Fine, i.e., articles of india-rubber or gutta- 
percha, varnished, dyed, or printed, combined or 
not with other materials except those mentioned 
under No. 7 (d) - - - - - 

12, Wooden wares :— 

(a.) Very common coopers’, carpenters’, or turners’ 
work in the rough, wheelwrights’ work and other 
wooden wares, simply planed or cut; common 
basket work; all these articles not painted, 
lacquered, varnished, polished, nor in combination 
with other materials - 

(6.) Common ‘.e., sawn in sheets for veneer flooring 
not inlaid, thin sheets, soles and corks in the 
rough - - - 

(e.) Fine, ¢.e., household utensils, inlaid 
flooring ; also all articles mentioned under (a) 
and (+), painted, lacquered, varnished, polished, 
combined or not with common metal or leather, 


cane, and other fibrous vegetable materials - 
(d.) Wooden clocks, and ied ons with or without 
wooden cases 


(e.) Extra fine, ie., wares inlaid, coreehs or with 
incrustation, fine turners’ wares or basket work, 
wooden clocks, veneer in sheets, and all articles 
not above-mentioned, combined or not with other 
materials except those mentioned under No.7 (d); 
also furniture, upholstered, covered, or not - 

13. (a,) Glass, moulded, ground, age, figured, but not 


coloured or «= 
(b.) Cut, coloured, painted, gilt, « or sily ia and 
pendants for lustres - = 


100 kilos. 


Rate of 
Duty. 


Frs. cts, 


70 


45 


90 


45 


90 


30 


00 


00 


00 


OU 


00 


00 


00 


00 


00 


00 
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| 
| 

} 
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» | 80 00 
| 
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. Rate of 
Articles. | Duty. 
| Frs. ets. 
14. Mineral waters, natural or artificial, in bottles or jars - 100 kilos.| 1 00 
15. Instruments: — 
(a.) Pianos, &e.  - - - - adval. 6 percent. 
(6.) All other musical instruments - 5 percent. 
(c.) Surgical, astronomical, mathematical, physical | 
and chemical | 
and opera glasses - - - | Free, 
16. Colours prepared, liquid or solid, in powder, tablets, in 
bladders, shells, flasks, or boxes - - - 100 kilos. , 60 00 


The Roumanian Treaty with Belgium simply accords most-favoured- 
nation treatment. No regular tariff is appended, but it is provided that 
window glass or glass in sheets (green, half white, or entirely white) 
will pay upon importation into Roumania a duty of 5 francs per 100 kilos., 
and that the import duty upon linen tissues, plain unbleached of any 
quality is to be fixed at 45 frs. per 100 kilos. 


The Anglo-Roumanian Treaty (ratified April 1880) accords most- 
favoured-nation treatment, and in addition provides for the following con- 
ventional duties to be levied upon British products :— 

Colours not prepared, common, not otherwise mentioned, 
ground in oil, priming for buildings and ships - - 100 kilos.| 16 00 
Felts of all kinds, and wares thereof; soles, shoes, with 
or without soles, and common felt ante for peneenty’ or 


soldiers’ use - ~ - ” 20 00 
Cotton yarns, single ded, unbleached or 15 00 
Cotton yarn twisted, of two or more threads, wationchod 

or bleached - - - 20 00 
Tissues of jute, cc unbleached or ulsndhed, in- 

cluding sacks and carpets of jute - ” 5 00 
Linen or hempen cloth, common, wuttensines ~ 10 00 


Petroleum, raw or refined, to apply also to oil of schist. 
(Free under German-Roumanian treaty). 

Cement in natural state or prepared - - om 0 60 

Common pottery ; common plates, printed in we colours, 
not considered as semifine wares, but as common 
pottery. 

Glass, moulded, ground, engraved, figured; to add 
“blown, but not cut.” 


Copper, brass, and bronze, in sheets - - - a *15 00 
Tin, in rough plates, &c. - -- - e ” *15 00 
Iron and steel rails - - - - - * Free 
Tires for wheels - - 
Tin plates and other iron me polished, enamelled, or 

galvanized ” 3 50 
Rough iron castings as detached parts - machines . - » Free. 
Nails, of cast or wrought iron 4 00 

” 

» of iron wire - | 
Iron chains other than for vessels “ - - ss | t7 00 
Iron bedsteads with ornamentation; to add the words 

“ bedsteads of metal, such as iron, brass, bronze, &c.” - 
Articles of iron or steel not otherwise mentioned in the 

tariff, plated or enamelled - - - 15 00 
Semifine articles of iron or steel - ” 15 00 


Articles of tin plate or sheet iron painted or enamelled ; 
add “‘ and galvanised.” 
* These articles are now free of duty under the new autonomous tariff. 
+ Pay 5 frs. per 100 kilos. under new tariff. 
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P Rate of 
AP | 
Articles Duty. 
Frs. cts. 
Cutlery, common, of iron or steel, common scissors in 
combination with wood, bone, horn, or other common 
materials - - - - - - 100 kilos.} 20 00 


The Treaty between Roumania and Italy was ratified in 188i, and remains 
in force for 10 years. It accords most-favoured-nation treatment, 
and in addition fixes the duty on rice at 2 frs. 50 per 100 kilos., 
whilst articles of coloured glass, as imitation pearls, coral, or jet, 
pay 38 frs. per 100 kilos. 


V. TRADE AND INDUSTRY. 
(a.) Rerorts FROM Her Masesty’s REPRESENTATIVES ABROAD. 


SWEDEN AND Norway. 


A despatch was received on May 31st last from Her Majesty’s 
Consul General at Christiania, notifying that a communication 
had been addressed by the Norwegian Department of Finance to 
the Swedish Finance Department respecting the definition to be 
authoritatively given to the terms “ native products ” and “native 
manufactures ” under the law of the 17th April 1874, which with 
some few exceptions established mutual free trade between the 
two kingdowns. The Swedish Rigsdag has recently rejected a 
motion for the denunciation of this law, and passed a resolution in 
favour only of its revision. Should the law be amended as 
desired by the Swedish Government, British trade may to some 
extent be affected, as it is stated that under the proposed revision 
British unbleached cotton geods have hitherto been introduced 
into Norway at a low rate of duty and after colourable manipula- 
tion sold in Sweden as Norwegian goods, thus escaping the applica- 
tion of a much higher tariff than that of Norway on goods 
imported from abroad. The limitation desired by Sweden in 
regard to the definition of ‘native manufactures” would equally 
apply tv lacquered hardware and many cther articles which 
undergo a process of finish or perfection in Sweden as well as in 
Norway. 


FRANCE, 

A despatch was received on the 24th March last from Her 
Majesty’s Commercial Attaché at Paris, to the effect that the 
Chambers of Commerce of Rouen and Boulogne-sur-Mer had 
been authorised to raise loans of 1,900,0C0 francs and 900,000 
francs respectively, for the purpose of erecting machinery and 
warehouses on the harbour quays of those ports. For the payment 
of the interest on these loans the two Chambers of Commerce are 
authorised to levy a supplementary tonnage due of 15 centimes 
per ton on all national and foreign vessels entering the ports of 
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Rouen and Boulogne. These new tonnage dues have already 
come into force at Rouen, and were to come into operation at 
Boulogne on Ist July 1886. 


CHIna, 


The following is an extract from a report by Her Maijesty’s 
Acting Consul at Taiwan, upon the descriptions of cotton piece- 
goods in use in China and the prospects of British trade in this 
direction in the event of English cotton manufacturers being 
ina position to adapt themselves to Chinese requirements. A 
set of samples of the native cloth to which reference is made 
may be seen on application to the Commercial Department, Board 
of Trade, 8.W. :— 
“What I have to say under this head does not apply to 
Formosa only, but to the whole of this Empire. The Chinese 
people wear native cloth, and wear nothing else. I have examined 
the clothes of labourers, who form the great majority of the 
people, in two-thirds of the 18 provinces of China, and the fact 
isas I say. Our shirtings and cotton piece-goods are only fit to be 
the under garments of the rich, the outer garments of the sedentary 
poor, linings, and grave-clothes. They are utterly unfit, whether 
in yarn, in make, in length, and in width, for the ordinary clothes 
of Li Chang, Wang, Liu, ana Ch’ao, who, in millions, pursue 
their daily toil clothed in their own tough, rough, honest, 
wntearable, and unwearoutable homespuns from Kwangtung to 
Kansuh, and from Szechuen to Chihli. So leng, therefore, as 
we, with persistent conservatism, cater for the luxuries of the 
few and neglect the necessities of the many, so long will our export 
of piece-goods to China be inexpensive, and, compared with the 
teeming millions of cotton wearers which make up the population 
of China, be absurdly small. This is not a country where a 
cotton handkerchief and a turban, the one made of Lancashire 
rubbish and the other of a light-weight shirting, suffice for 
clothing. From six to ten months every year every Chinaman 
is comfortably clad in a jacket, trousers, and under-clothing, made 
of heavy cotton cloth, the product of Chinese fields, Chinese 
spindles, Chinese looms, and Chinese hands. 
“ Whether Lancashire is, or is not, excluded by the nature of 
this product, or its cheapness, from any participation in its manu- 
facture and trade, need not be matter of speculation. 1 have 
made up samples of the six commonest Chinese kinds of homespun 
in universal use, as follows :— 
“No. 1. P’ut’ang cotton cloth, the coarsest made, woven in 
pieces 24 feet long and 17 inches wide, packed in bales of 
25 pieces, the bale covering being the same cloth, the selling 
price of which is in Formosa 12 dol. 50¢. per bale, or 
50 cents per piece. 

“No, 2. Tsung-ming cotton cloth, less coarse than the foregoing, 
and of a much finer yarn, woven in pieces 60 feet long and 
17 inches wide, packed in bales of ten pieces with the same 


be 
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cloth, the selling price of which in Formosa is 19 dol. 50 ce. 
per bale, or 1 dol. 95 c. per piece. 

“ No, 3. Shih Chuang Chung-Ching cloth, an open texture 
coarse cloth, much used as mourning robes by all classes, 
packed in bales of 25 pieces, each piece 25 feet long and 
18 inches wide, sold in Formosa at 10 dollars per bale, or 


50 cents per piece. 

“No, 4, Shih Chuang Shang Ching cloth, in common use tor 
ordinary clothes, woven of a much finer yarn than any of 
the preceding, in pieces 25 feet in length, 174 inches in 
width, packed in bales of 25 pieces in cloth of the same kind, 
aud sold in Formosa at 11 dols, 25 c. per bale, or 55 cents per 
piece. 

‘No. 5. Tan Chuang cotton cloth, same as the preceding, but 
woven more closely of finer yarn, in pieces 28 feet long and 
19 inches wide, packed in bales of the same cloth, consisting 
of 25 pieces, and sold in Formosa at 16 dol. 50 c. per bale, 
or 76 cents per piece. 

‘*No. 6. Mei-kwo American cotton cloth, apparently the best 
cotton the Chinese can make, woven in pieces 60 feet long, 
22 inches wide, packed in tin-lined wooden boxes containing 
100 pieces, and sold in Formosa at 1 dol. 75 c. a piece. 
This sample I submit with some diffidence. In texture, and 
packing, and name, it is ‘got up’ in colourable imitation of 
*P.M.C.D.,’ or some other well-known American sheeting. 
I am assured, however, that it is really a Chinese homespun 
in great demand, called ‘ American’ because, to our shame 
be it said, ‘ American’ from the point of view of the Chinese 
dealer, is synonymous with ‘excellent.’ However, I have 
doubts as to its origin which my inexperience in these matters 
cannot solve, although its width would seem to mark its 
native origin, 

“These cloths, with the exception of sample No. 3, are not 
worn white, but dyed in one or other of eight shades of blue, of 
which I have also prepared samples. The dyeing is done at a 
cost of 20 to 26 cents per piece for light shades, and 40 to 48 cents 
for dark shades, by dye-houses situated in the locality where the 
cotton is sold, 


“JT send along with this Report eight packets, each containing 
a series of samples of these six kinds of cotton cloth, with a card 
attached to each series showing the tints of blue in which the 
cloth is worn. I suggest that two be sent to the Manchester 
Chamber of Commerce, and the rest be distributed amongst the 
other leading industrial centres in Lancashire. I regret that I 
ain unable to add the weights of each piece, but I have transmitted 
20 feet of each kind to Messrs, Bell and Co. No. 7, Portland 
Street, Manchester, who will, doubtless, calculate the weights, 
and supply them to any inquirers with the same readiness that 
— in reply to their request, supplied them with the stuff 
itself, 
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“The Formosan selling price is no exact index to cost price, but 
a rough approximation may be got at that by deducting two 
profits— import duty and freight from the mainland—from the 
price I have named, say, 15 per cent. Exact information as to 
cost can only be obtained at Shanghae or at the lower Yangtsze 

rts. 

“The most casual inspection of these samples by an expert 
will show at once whether such stuffs can be produced by mules 
and power-looms, or whether there is something in hand work 
which machinery cannot imitate. And if they can be so produced, 
a simple calculation based on current rates of exchange and laying 
down cost in China will show whether it would pay us to produce 
them. If they can be produced at a paying rate, we have in 
China a practically illimitable market ; if they cannot, we need 
not expect to see any great increase in the consumption in China 
of English cottons, so long as trading facilities and internal 
communications remain as they are. As things are, the country 
is fairly tapped, except in two directions, the West River Valley, 
in the Province of Kwang-tung, and the great basin of Eastern 
Szechuen ; and the import varies in an inelastic way between a 
well known maximum and minimum point, because the cottons 
we send are not necessities which China must have, but luxuries 
which she can get along without, and will only buy when she can 
afford them.” 


Rwsstia. 


A notification was received from Her Majesty’s representative 
at St. Petersburgh on the 26th May last, to the effect that the 
Committee of Ministers had decided to pay a bounty of 80 copecks 
per poud up to the lst July 1886 on moist and lump sugar 
exported to European markets, and in addition to the drawback, 
a bounty of 80 copecks per poud, not returnable, will be paid on 
sugar exported to Persian and Central Asian markets from the 
Ist May 1886 to the lst May 1891. This bounty is only to be 
allowed on sugar containing not less than 98 per cent. of 
saccharine matter. The term for paying the bounty on the 
exportation of sugar to Europe is not to be prolonged after the 
Ist July 1886. 

A further notification has since been received relative to the 
modification of the import duties on sugar in Russia. It is decreed 
that in future raw, pounded, and ground sugar, which may be 
imported into the Black Sea and Azoff ports and which does not 
contain any lumps, is in future to pay 1 rouble 90 ¢c. per poud in 
gold, and 2 roubles per poud in gold at the other ports and at the 
inland frontiers. Refined sugar, molasses, loaf and lump sugar, 
imported into the Black Sea and Azoff ports, are to pay 2 roubles 
80 c. in gold, and at other ports and on land frontiers 2 roubles 
90 c. in gold. The Minister of Finance is empowered to make 
representations as to the advisability of reducing the duty on raw 
sugar to 1 rouble 50 c. per poud in gold, when the price of sugar 
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at St. Petersburg fluctuates between 6 roubles and 6 roubles 
60 c,, and when that at Odessa and Kieff fluctuates between 
5 roubles 50c. and 6 roubles, on the understanding, however, that 
the reduction in question should only come into force two months 
after the date uf the publication of the ministerial order. Further 
information on this point extractel from the “ Journal de St. 
Pétersbourg ” will be found on page 45. 


V. TRADE AND INDUSTRY—continued. 


(b.) Rerorts FROM ForREtGN CONSULS TO THEIR RESPECTIVE 
GOVERNMENTS. 


GERMANY. 


The following particulars respecting the iron industries of 
Germany appear in a report by the United States Consul at 
Berlin, dated November 7th, 1885 :— 

“ Concerning the financial results of the working of 102 com- 
panies engaged in iron production and in the construction of 
machines, some interesting data have lately been published by the 
German Ironmasters Association. 

* In 1879 (the year of the adoption of the new tariff) the net 
proceeds of the operations of these companies showed a profit of 
5,929,000 marks, or 1°6 per cent. on the capital invested, whereas 
in 1883 it amounted to 24,194,000 marks, or 6°79 per cent. on the 
capital invested. 

“In 1884, however, as appears from a review of the iron trade 
published by the Deutsche Handels-Archiv, the productiun of pig- 
iron was not so profitable. The increasing production of pig-iron 
after the Thomas process led to a corresponding check in the 
production of the better sort of pig-iron, and also caused a very 
considerable decrease in Bessemer as well as puddle iron. 

“ Referring to the English competition, the report remarks that 
not Germany but Great Britain has cause for complaint, as the 
advantages the latter possessed hitherto over the former are 
overbalanced by new inventions and scientific progress. The rate 
at which the production of pig-iron has increased in Prussia and 
Great Britain is shown by the following figures :— 


| 


Years. Prussia. | Great Britain. 
| 
Tons. Tons. 
1884 2,527,875 7,811,727 
1883 . - 2,575,978 8,529,300 
1880 - 2,052,672 7,749,233 
1877 - - 1,421,667 6,608,664 
1873 - - 1,573,902 6,566,451 
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The United States Consul General at Berlin, writing upon the 
fisheries of Germany, under date of November 7th, 1885, says 
that :— 

“Germany, with about 1,750 kilometers of coast, obtains fish 
to the value of 40,000,000 marks, though consumption amounts 
only to about 2 to 24 pounds per head of the population. 

“The number of persons in the fishing trade is given at about 
76,500, of which 24,348 persons follow the calling for a livelihood. 
The Germans, as above stated, consume but small quantities of 
fish, and yet prices are pretty high as compared with prices 
for beef. While 1 kilogramme of beef, better quality, costs at 
present 1°40 to 2 marks in Berlin, pike costs 1:40 to 1°60 mark 
per kilogramme; carp 1°60 to 1°80 mark; eels 1°80 to 2; and 
salmon 2 to 2°20 marks per kilogramme. 

* Much has been done in recent years by private organizations 
for the promotion of fish culture. Numerous rivers, lakes, ponds, 
&c. are used for this purpose. The result has been quite en- 
couraging. From June 1 to August 31, 1885, not less than 
96,468 salmon were caught in the Rhine, at one single fishing 
station, near Rotterdam, while in 1870 only 21,687, and in 1871 
only 23,0C0 were taken. 

“ Measures are adopted to prevent injury being done to the 
breeding grounds. The fact of the scarcity of fish was attributed 
principally to the destruction of the spawn or brood of fish by 
fishing with trawl or drag nets with small meshes near the shore 
during the breeding season ; also to the disturbance of the water 
by the increasing steam navigation on rivers or the establishment 
of chemical factories on their shores. 

“In order to provide for the support of the steadily increasing 
population, it is but natural that high sea fishing is resorted to 
‘ where there is a harvest ripe for gathering at all seasons of the 
year’ without the labour of tillage, without expense of seed or 
manure, without the payment of rent or taxes, inexhaustible, 
considering the extraordinary fecundity of the most valuable kinds 


of fish.” 


The following information on the subject of German steamship 
subsidies is taken from a Report by the United States Consul at 
Frankfort, dated November 30, 1885 :— 

«The convention between the German Government and the 
North German Lloyd, of Bremen, respecting the subsidizing of 
mail services to be undertaken by the latter, has received official 
sanction. It includes 34 articles. Lloyd binds itself to establish 
and work the following lines for 15 successive years : 

*(a,) For the trade with East Asia—(1.) A line from Bremer- 
haven to China, by way of a Dutch or Belgian port (the 
choice of which lies at the discretion of the Imperial Chan- 
cellor), Port Said, Suez, Aden, Colombo, Singapore, and 
Hong Kong to Shanghai ; (2.) a junction line from Hong 

Kong by way of Yokohama, Hiogo, a port in Corea (whose 
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choice likewise rests with the Chancellor), and Nagasaki 
back to Hong Kong. 

* (b.) For the trade with Australia—(1.) A line from Bremer- 
haven to the mainland of Australia, by way of a Dutch or 
Belgian port (to be chosen by the Chancellor), Port Said, 
Suez, Aden, Tschagos Islands, Adelaide, Melbourne, to 
Sydney; (2.) a junction line from Sydney, by way of the 
Tonga Islands, to Apia (Samoa Islands), and back to 
Sydney. 

“ (¢,) A branch line from Trieste, by way of Brindisi, to 
Alexandria. The extension of the line, b 1, from Sydney to 
Brisbane remains with the North German Lloyd. 


« The Imperial Chancellor reserves to himself throughout, the 
power to approve or disapprove of the arrangements for voyages, 
times, speed, postal despatches, as well as the forwarding of pas- 
sengers. Thirteen voyages each way are to be made yearly by 
the East Asian and Australian lines, at intervals of four weeks, 
and 26 voyages are to be made by the Mevliterranean line in each 
direction to the junction of the lines to and from East Asia and 
Australia. ‘The East Asian voyages are to be made at a speed of at 
least 12 knots, the Australian at a speed of at least 114 knots, and 
the Mediterranean at a speed of at least 12 knots. Co-operation 
with the Imperial Postal Department, for the forwarding of mails 
between Alexandria and Suez by rail, is stipulated for, and 
maximum delays are fixed. Failure to observe the table of 
voyages without sufficient reason is punishable by penalties of 
from 1,000 to 5,000 marks ; while delays without proper cause 
have a penalty of 50 marks per hour. 


“ The Lloyd must provide five steamships for the East Asian and 
Australian lines, one for the.branch line, a reserve steamer for 
the second line, and two steamers for the Mediterranean line, al! 
at its own cost; and of these vessels at least six must be built 
specially, and the three others be ready for sailing within eighteen 
months of the conclusion of the agreement. All the steamers 
must, in construction and arrangement, especially in regard to the 
security, convenience, and comfort of passengers, be equal to 
vessels running on the same line belonging to other nations. 
These matters are stipulated for down to the smallest details. 
Passengers are to be forwarded in tliree classes, and an experience: 
physician must be attached to each vessel. The Chancellor can 
modify these conditions in respect to the branch line. The gros- 
register of the steamers is particularly stipulated. The new vessel- 
must be built in German yards of German material, the plan: 
being first approved by the Chancellor. The coal supply is, as 
far as practicable, to be produced in this country, and all the 
vessels must be approved by experts to be named by the Chan- 
ceilor, who is able to declare a ship unfit for the purposes in 
view. 

“ High penalties (400 marks per day of delay in executing the 
contract) are fixed for neglect on the part of the contractors to 
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carry out their undertakings. The contractors are bound to 
supply within eighteen months a substitute for a lost vessel. All 
steamers are to fly the German flag. The requirements respecting 
the forwarding of mails an 1 the position of postal officers on ships 
are very searching. All receipts arising from the postal service 
belong to the Empire. The contractors are to be fully responsible 
for the forwarding of the mails, and for damage arising through 
mishap at sea (except it be a natural occurrence) through the acts 
or negligence of the contractors, their employés, or ships’ crews, 
or through the acts of passengers travelling by any vessel. The 
tariff for the forwarding of goods is to be the same for Hamburg 
and Bremen. 


* All persons employed in connexion with the mail service are, 
if practicable, to be German subjects. The contractors are bound 
to convey officers in the service of the Empire or of States, relief 
crews, returned cre-vs, either sick or time-expired, together with 
weapons, ammunition, equipments, or supplies for the Imperial navy 
at 20 per cent. under the tariff. For the mobilization of the 
navy the Chancellor has power to take over the steamers at their 
full value, or to hire and psy proper compensation. The sale or 
loan of a steamer to a foreign power must be by permission of the 
Chancellor. The stipulations concerning the conveyance of pri- 
soners are clearly set forth, and a complaint book is to be kept in 
each vessel. The Chancellor can have the service inspected 
through a Commissioner; the regular voyages must begin, at the 
latest, within twelve months after the conclusion of the agreement, 
the penalty for delay being 400 marks per day. The contractors 
will receive a yearly subsidy of 4,400,000 marks, and must deposit 
a security of 500,000 marks. Without the written sanction of the 
Chancellor the contract can neither be surrendered to others, nor 
sublet. A special understanding must be come to concerning the 
continuance of the contract beyond 15 years. Should the Chan- 
cellor think an alteration in the speed, or number of vessels, 
desirable, the contractor must make an additional claim accord- 
ingly. In case of disputes two arbitrators shall be chosen on each 
side, and they shall elect an umpire, who, in the event of their not 
agreeing, shall be then named by the President of the Supreme 
Court of the Hanseatic towns ; and by this authority all disputes 
arising out of this agreement shall be settled. 


* It is stated that the management of Lloyd regard it as neces- 
sary to extend the increase of capital (viz., 15,000,000 marks) 
agreed on at the last ordinary meeting to the sum of 20,000,000 
marks, and a special meeting of shareholders will be held to 
consider the proposal; a further proposal is to authorize the 
management to convert the gold thaler shares into shares in 
marks,” 
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New Soutn WaALzEs. 


The United States Consul at Sydney, New South Wales, in 
his last report, dated November 4th, 1885, states that :— 


“The wool clip of New South Wales for 1885, in spite of 


the drought and other drawbacks, bids fair to be in excess of that 
of 1884. The receipts of wool in Sydney, from the Ist July to 
the 1st November 1885, amounted to 142,576 bales, against 
101,119 bales for the corresponding period of last year. While 
wool is coming in frecly, there seems to be no hurry on the part 
of the auctioneers to force it on the market. The number of bales 
thus far exported has been 86,324, against 62,521 during the same 
period for 1884 and 81,782 for 1883. The total export of wool 
from New South Wales, from the 30th of June 1884 to the Ist 
of July, was 294,000 bales. The figures, however, do not 
represent the actual wool product of the colony, for mueh of this 
wool was brought from Queensland. Then, on the other han}, a 
much larger proportion of New South Wales wool was shipped 
from the Riverina district to Melbourne, and was entered at the 
Customs as coming from Victoria. It is estimated that more than 
50,000 bales of New South Wales wool per annum, is credited to 
Victoria. 

“ At one time Sydney was the only port in New South Wales 
that afforded an outlet for wool, but last year about 42,000 bales 
were shipped from Newcastle. Wool sales were started in that 
city for the benefit of the growers in the northern districts, and 
the results proved satisfactory, as the prices obtained were higher 
than those at Sydney. 

“The continued decline in the price of wool has created the 
profoundest sensation here, and there is much speculation as to its 
cause. It is now said that wool has reached lower figures than 


during the years 1848-49, or at any other period in the history of 


the colonies. Good wool is quoted here at 17 cents per pound, 
medium 13 cents per pound, inferior and faulty 9 cents per pound, 
These figures show a decline since last year of 4 cents per pound 
on good greasy wool, and from 4 cents to 5 cents per pound on 
medium, and from 534 to 7 cents per pound or low and faulty 
wool, equal to about 15 per cent. on good and 30 per cent. on 
faulty and greasy.” 

Consul Griffin then goes on to draw a comparison between the 
conditions of seep farming at the River Plate and in Australia. 
As regards the former country he gives it as his opinion that “ the 
“ Jarge and steady annual increase in the exports of wool have 
“ done more than anything else to injure the demands for Austra- 
“ lian wools.” Although the River Plate districts carry a larger 
number of sheep than Australasia, they do not produce as much 
wool as those of the latter country, or of such excellent quality. 
The number of sheep in the River Plate is about 86,000,000 
while that of Australasia is only 75,000,000. The number in 
Australasia has been reduced about 8,000,000 since 1883. The 
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decline in New South Wales alone has been nearly 6,000,000, and 
in Queensland 2,000,000, The greatest loss took place in the 
year 1884. Onthe Ist of January of that year the number of 
sheep in New South Wales was 37,915,510, and on the 1st January 
1885 it was 31,660,321, showing a decline of 5,255,189. The 
decrease, according to a recent report of Mr. Alexander Bruce, 
chief inspector of stock in this colony, was caused by the drought, 
through loss of lambs, deaths from starvation, and from forced 
sales and removals to other colonies for pasture. 

* The annual output of wool for all the Australasian colonies is 
about 1,200,000 bales against 700,600 bales for the River Plate 
country. The bulk of the wool supply of Europe is diawn from 
these two countries. The last three or four seasons have been 
more favourable to the River Plate than to Australia, but it is 
believed that the long drought from which Australia has been 
suffering is now at an end. Moreover, it is admitted by judges 
that the wool industry of Australasia, in spite of the drought, is 
capable of vast expansion. The lowest estimate that I have seen 
of the expected increase in the output of Australasian wools 
is at the rate of 50,000 bales per annum. The Australian farmers, 
however, should remember that the wool growers of South 
America are excrting themselves to the utmost to improve the 
condition of their flocks by the importation of blooded sheep from 
the United States. It is said that the South American farmers 
entertain a strong appreciation of the high qualities of wool for 
density and regularity of staple, but that they do not care so much 
for lensth. On the other hand, most Australian breeders strongly 
favour long-stapled sheep, and give less attention to high qualities 
of wool. Many of the Australian squatters do not seem to be 
aware that wools of short staple are now combed successfully with 
machinery, and that wools so combed of good quality are greatly 
preferred to long-stapled wouls of inferior quality. Much of the 
River Plate wool is finding its way to the United States, but a 
still greater quant ty goes to Europe.” 


V. TRADE AND INDUSTRY. -—continued. 
INrorRMATION EXTRACTED FROM FOREIGN PERIODICALS. 


Russia. 


The following particulars relating to last year’s yield of crops 
iu Russia are taken from the “Journal de St. Pétersbourg” of the 
19th (31st) May 1886. In the 50 Governments of the Empire, 
exclusive of Poland, the total yield of corn crops and of potatoes 
amounted to 1,670,312,942 bushels, which is rather below the 
r2sults of the harvests of 1883 and 1884, the yields being 1,855 
niillion bushels and 1,985 million bushels respectively. The 
yield of winter grain in 1885 was 759 million bushels or 179 
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millions more than in 1883 and 14 millions in excess of the yield 
of 1884; while the product of summer grain and potatoes does 
not show such favourable results, the figures for the years 1883, 
1884, and 1885 being respectively 1,275 millions, 1,244 millions, 
and 911 million bushels respectively. 


The Russian “Journal de St. Pétersbourg” of the 8th (20th) 
May 1886 gives the following statement showing the quantity of 
sugar on which bounty has been paid under the terms of the 
decree of the 9th (21st) November 1885. This decree provided 
that only those sugars intended for exportation which were on the 
Ist (13th) November already on their way to the port of ship- 
ment should be entitled to the allowance of 1 rouble per pood, 
and that a bounty of 80 copecks per pood in addition to the 
excise drawback should be paid on sugar refined or raw ex~ 
perted during the period comprised between the 2nd (14th) 
November 1885 and the Ist (13th) May 1886 either to European 
or Asiatic markets on condition that the bounty in question should 
only be paid on sugar refined or moist of the best quality con- 
taining a saccharine richness of not less than 99°5 per cent. 


Quantities exported during Period comprised 
between the 9th (21st) November 1885 and 
the Ist (13th) May 1886. 
Custom Houses. 
On which a Bounty On which a Bounty 
of 1 rouble has of 0 r. 80 cop. has 
been paid. | been paid. 
Cwts. Cwts. 
Odessa - - - 786,929 751,521 
Graiévo - - - 118,101 144,473 
Alexandrovskaia + - 13,428 | 122,290 
Mlava - - 28,327 | 104,991 
Volotehisk 8,002 24,475 
St. Petersburg - 14,098 9,889 
Novosselitskaii - - 12,200 6,628 
Granitsa - - 365 
Libau - - 193 
Hunguény - 25 76 
Total European Frontier 981,303 1,164,708 
Baku - - - 8,094 63,088 
Astrakhan 8,568 2,095 
Tiflis - - - 1,933 2,919 
Djoulfa - - - 1,046 354 
Total Asiatic Frontier 19,641 68,456 
Grand Total - 1,000,944 1,233,164 
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SWEDEN, 


The “ Post-och Inrikes Tidningar,” of the 4th June 1886, 
writing on the trade of Sweden, says that of late years a 
considerable falling off has been noticeable in the export of cattle 
from that country to Scotland owing in great measure to 
deterioration in the breed of Swedish cattle, and it recommends 
the adoption of a system of cross breeding with the best Scotch 
varieties. Another branch of Swedish trade with Scotland, the 
export of dead meat, has, according to the same authority, been 
entirely ruined owing to the cheapness and excellence of 
American meat, which is now received in immense quantities into 
Scotland, and taken in preference to the Swedish. 
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